
       
  What Do You Want To Be When You Grow Up? Proverbs 1:5-7, 22


Ask everyone what they want to be when they grow up. Then raise the God Consciousness. 
The study of the Book of Proverbs promises 1) D/V Wisdom (II Cor. 4:18), 2) Instruction (the ability to break old habits and establish a new, godly life style), 3) Discernment and Understanding,      4) the ability to make Wise Decisions and 5) how to have Balance in your life. The Key to Understanding Proverbs is found by knowing its Cast of Characters, Prov. 1: 5, 7, 22. Note: Prov. 22:6. Everyone makes Critical Decisions that determine Direction in life. There are Stages of life as result of the Direction you have Chosen as described in the Book of Proverbs: 

MAN OF UNDERSTANDING
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         (Hate Authority)








      MOCKER, SCORNER, SCOFFER

1.) SIMPLE (, pethi) = “open”, naive, gullible, i.e. he’ll believe anything, Prov. 1:4; Psm. 116:6. But there is a time factor! You can’t stay Simple. You can stay “innocent” just so long because you ARE receiving more and more input as time passes. Thus, you are becoming either spiritually Wise (D/V) or worldly wise (H/V). You are moving in the one direction or another, Prov. 1:22. In fact, the loss of “innocency” becomes younger with each generation in this age of information explosion. The world is getting out its message using every medium while muted Christians are intimidated at best, or apostatizing at worse. Being SIMPLE is dangerous, Prov. 14:15, because you’re not exempt from the consequences of wrong decisions, Prov. 22:3. Very soon the child must choose to follow either his parents (assuming they’re godly) or his peers. Note: Jesus said every one must start here, Matt. 18:1-5. 

2.) WISE ((, chakam [cf. Greek is ((((((]) = one who will LISTEN, Prov. 1:5; Rom. 10:17; Psm. 19:7, contra. a FOOL (with stopped up ears, Psm. 119: 99a in a bad sense). A WISE child has a FEAR OF AUTHORITY, Prov. 1:7; 9:10; cf. Phil 3:3; II Cor. 12:10, and is in submission, Prov. 1:8. By (D/V) Wisdom the way up is down (DBR), Prov. 15:33. Consider the end and benefits of (D/V) WISDOM, Prov. 10:1; 3:1-26; II Cor. 4:18.

3.) FOOL (, kesiyl) = stopped up ears, lit. “a fat head”, and not just any fat; it’s kidney /bowel fat( the kidneys/ bowels are the seat of emotion in the Hebrew culture). The word pictures a head stopped up with kidney/ bowels fat, i.e. emotional constipation from emotional revolt against Authority because this person didn’t get their way, Prov. 1:7, 22. This person failed of the Grace of God (D,B,R), throws an adult temper tantrum (outward ventilation), or inwardly “bows his back” by pouting, sulking, or sticking out his bottom lip. A “fat head” characterizes a head swollen with pride, Prov. 12:15; 14:12 . You can’t tell him anything because he already knows it all. The FOOL is developed by the parent failing to instruct him in (D/V) WISDOM, or just doing nothing, Prov. 29:15. FOOLS are angry,        Prov. 14:16; 17:12, and mock at sin, Prov. 14:9; 10:23; I Cor. 2:14. FOOLS are hard and stubborn, Prov. 27:22; 26:1-5; 15:5. Their end is self-destruction, Prov. 10:21; 13:19-20, and they bring their parents nothing but grief, Prov. 17:21, 25. The only hope for a FOOL is to break his will, Prov. 22:15; 13:24; 20:30. Unless they learn to respond positively to “No!” from Authority, they’re goners. cf. GOD the FATHER’S dealing with sons, Prov. 3:11-12. cf. the pastor’s role, II Tim. 4:1-3.
4.) MAN OF UNDERSTANDING/ discernment (, biynah) = to cut, to divide, i.e. to separate/ distinguish good from evil, Heb. 5:11-14; Prov. 22:6; Job 28:28; cf. Solomon’s Prayer, I Kings 3:5-14. This prudent man has moved from ((to ‘((, James 1:22; Prov. 3:5-7; 2:1-5, 9; 4:5-7; 8:13-21; 9:10, and is headed for Promotion from the Lord. cf. National prosperity, Prov. 28:2. 

5.) SCORNER/ mocker, scoffer (, luts) = “to make mouths,” i.e. imitate (Authority) with contempt, Prov. 1:22; 30:11-14, 17. In the same way you “train a child in the way HE SHOULD GO, when he is old he WILL NOT DEPART from it, so the SCORNER has learned his life-habits and can’t quit at will, Prov. 14:6; Heb. 12:16-17. If you want your child to become public enemy #1, neglect his (D/V) WISDOM Training, Prov. 24:9. Dealing with a SCORNER will not be pretty, but it must be done,      Prov. 9:7-8, for the younger sibling, Prov. 19:25; 21:11. Turn the SCORNER over to God; that’s your only Hope, Prov. 22:10; 3:34; 1:22-33.


How does a Fool or a Scorner change his direction in life before it’s too late?
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