



    The Word of the Father, Proverbs 1:8-9

Happy father’s Day! Father’s Day is important because of the father’s responsibility to transmit values to his children. In the Hebrew culture the major place values were transmitted was NOT in the synagogue, but in the home (in our culture it should be in the home also, and not primarily at the school or the church either). A WISE father realizes that he has the primarily responsibility for seeing that the children are properly trained in the way that they should go as a life-habit, a lifestyle, so that when they are old, they will be discerning, godly men and women of understanding, not departing from the Ways of God. The mother carries out much of this child-training mandate as she may be at home with the children more than the father, but both father and mother jointly participate in the children’s training. This child training is the single most important thing that parents can do to live a worthwhile and godly life. If you fail in child training, you are consequently disqualified from progressing to greater areas of responsibility, I Tim. 3:4-5; Titus 1:6; e.g. church leader, deacon, elder, pastor, etc. qualifications. What are The Father’s First Words of Godly Wisdom? 1:8-9.

8My son, hear/ listen to the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the law/ teaching of thy mother: 
My son:  cf. 1:8, 10, 15. The words “my son” (and “my sons”/ daughter[s]) are used throughout the Book of Proverbs, probably referring to Solomon’s own children. Proverbs is God’s Book on Parenting in the Bible. The parent has overwhelming love for his child, “My son!” If we send our children out into the world without Biblical Wisdom and Understanding, we are sending them as sheep to the slaughter! What can compare to the loss of our children if we fail to parent them according to God’s Word, 17:21, 25;                      cf. Zech. 12:10b; e.g. David’s grief over the loss of his son, Absalom, II Sam. 18:33; 19:4.  

hear:  Prov. 4:1-4 (with Humility and Grace). What is the 1st thing that the father teaches his child? Teach your child to hear, to listen when their father or mother speaks. Teach your child to pay attention when he hears his father or mother’s voice. “Hear” and “listen” are commanded repeatedly to children; note: 1:5, 7. A WISE son will hear his father’s voice because he fears God and his father and his mother, Lev. 19:3; i.e. God and parents are big and wise, and the child is not! Therefore, I (the child) am taught to pay attention and listen to them when they speak! The WISE child listens so that he may obey his parents. The child who has not been taught to pay attention and to listen to his father and mother’s voice will learn to not pay attention and will hear COMPETING voices. He will at first not listen because he hasn’t been trained to hear them, but soon enough he will choose as a fool “to stop his ears” altogether when his parents speak to him because he doesn’t fear them, doesn’t respect them and doesn’t believe that they have anything to say to him that’s worth hearing.

How soon should the father and mother start training their children? The parents training of their children must begin at least one year before their child’s 1st birthday! A sapling grows the way you bend it. If you don’t bend it, it will grow and take shape just the same, though not as you would have it. It will be shaped by the prevailing winds, which, you can be sure, are never in the right direction. This training is 90% positive instruction reinforced by the parents modeling of what is being taught. Correction and discipline are necessary only when the positive, loving instruction is rejected, but the emphasis is always on the positive. 

From day one, every conscious moment of a child’s life is training. Every event and every non-event is home schooling; it is preparation for the rest of his life. If a child’s eyes can see, his ears can hear, his tongue can taste, his nose can smell and his hands can feel, child training is in progress. It’s not necessary for parents to initiate a special educational program, set aside a time or confront their child in some special way for child-training to occur. Your child will learn and develop with or without you as their father or mother. You probably will not be happy with the results, however. Child-training and home schooling never cease from the time the child is born. If you as a father are not deliberately leaving your imprint on every stage of your child’s development, be sure that someone or something (TV, babysitter, friends, etc.) is.

All child-initiated events that have consequences, be they pleasant or unpleasant, are child training. If a child stumbles into an experience and finds the consequences pleasurable, he is trained to repeat it. If, on the other hand, the consequences are unpleasant, then he will seek to avoid it. For example, the first time an infant pulls your hair, if you pull his, he will never be a hair puller. If a child is playing alone and becomes frustrated with a toy, expressing anger, and you as a parent don’t correct his reaction, you have trained him to deal with his environment in anger. When a child is told “no,” and he responds with a temper tantrum, if the parents compromise and give over just one-inch to the child’s demands, they have trained him to throw fits when he doesn’t get his way. It will become a life-long habit, begun at three months. 

The instruction of thy father: Make no mistake about it, the goal of the father’s instruction (modern Hebrew for “boot camp”) is to establish authority and obedience. The father’s authority is delegated from God the Father. To obey your parents is to obey God. The child who will respect, fear, listen to and obey his father and mother is Wise, Eph. 6:1; Col. 4:20. 

Like boot camp, the father is the drill sergeant determined to whip his family into “a lean, mean fighting machine” in the Lord’s Army, of course, not to kill or render harm against anyone, but to become disciplined and committed soldiers of the Lord willing to love and serve God and man with the sacrificial Love of Jesus no matter what the cost, Psm. 127:3-5. Love conquers the enemy and also conquers the child and equips him for Spiritual Warfare. Unlike any worldly army, the “drill sergeant” father may weep out his commands, appealing with tears, Acts 20:28-31. This is not to say that the father is not to expect respect and obedience, however, as God commands Dads to expect nothing less than complete compliance to the Heavenly Father’s Will; contra. I Sam. 3:11-14; 2:29-30, 35. 

 and forsake not the law/ teaching of thy mother: The Hebrew word for the “Law” of thy mother is Torah since so much of what parents are to teach their children is God’s Word, cf. Deut. 6:4-7. Thus, the same word (Torah) was used both for the Law of God and for the mother’s “rules” in the home. 


Parents often fail to communicate moral convictions to their children because they wait too late. A two year old child doesn’t need bad influences to be selfish, carnal and stubborn; he was born with an old sin nature, Psm. 58:3. But a child can be influenced by his parent’s values and moral attitudes. Children are taught to make the God-honoring choice even if the alternative would be immediately more fun. Morality is choosing principle and duty above pleasure and laziness. The child will lovingly learn his father’s love of truth, purity, grace, mercy, patience, kindness, hard work, wisdom, faith, joy, thankfulness and service to others modeled before him on a daily basis. A child can be taught to work, or at least participate in work long before they are capable of really being productive. If a child learns that God works and so do all in his family, he will happily accept that this is what life is all about. What is sick is for a father to be at home on Saturday, working in the yard while his kids sit in front of the TV and eat snacks. If you wait until a child is 4 years old to ask him to work, he will be hurt and offended that he, the center of the universe, the royal consumer of goods and services, should be called upon to stoop to common labor. What a drag! What a pain! He wasn’t taught that life was supposed to be like this. He has lived four wonderful years with several servants fulfilling his every wish, and now you expect him to do boring physical labor? He may be forced to do it, but he may never enjoy it, not now and not ever.

9For they shall be an ornament garland to/ of grace unto thy head, and chains to adorn about thy neck. If children heed their parents’ teachings, they are promised a garland (kind of Olympic hero’s wreath, 4:9) and a neck chain (medal), 3:3, 22; Dan. 5:7, 29, i.e. they will be honored with attractiveness of life and position, Eph. 6:2-3; cf. seat. Obedience, humility and submission in children (or in adults, for that matter) are their most attractive quality. Contra. disobedience and rebellion are ugly and lead to dishonor. 

 Dads, a WISE father will GIVE his children the gift of Prov. 1:8-9 this Father’s Day and every day of the year. We have our work cut out for us, but the reward(s) of being a godly father and raising godly kids is worth it. “The father of the righteous shall greatly rejoice: and he that begetteth a wise child shall have joy of him. Thy 

father and thy mother shall be glad, and she that bare thee shall rejoice,” Prov. 23:24-25. Happy Father’s Day!

