



Avoid the Wrong Crowd, Prov. 1:10-19


Every child has to make a choice as to whether he is going to listen to his parent’s instruction and God’s D/V Wisdom or to the enticement(s) of his peers who are bent on covetousness, wickedness and violence (i.e. they’re angry with God); cf. chart on life’s choice(s) and 1:8-9.  Dads, are you carrying out your mandate as a Father and the Spiritual guide of your children’s youth, cf. 2:16-17? If you haven’t been teaching them, your kids still need to learn D/V Wisdom and all the lessons of life they have not learned. Dad, it’s not too late, so you still have the opportunity to point your kids in the right direction. Confess your failings as a father, and start with teaching the simple to become Wise and eventually to become a Man or Woman of Understanding. 

Proverbs 1:10-19 warns the young person of the appeal (fun) of wicked peers, so attractive initially, in contrast to the instruction (boot camp) of their father, and also exposes the disaster that inevitably will accompany such a foolish pursuit. The fool is dazzled by the prospects of acquiring wealth easily and enjoying instant gratification, vs. 10-14 (contrary to the hard work ethic taught by his father), but a wise son or daughter will understand the severe, deadly consequences of such sin and folly.

10My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not do not give in to them. 

This may sound like a strange application for the first lesson, 1:8-9, in God’s Book of Parenting, unless you adopt a jr. high mind set. The child’s first awakening to influences outside of the home comes in the form of his peers, usually at school (or even church). His friends are most interested in proving their independence from their parents, that they are no longer little children (simple) who follow, or need, their parent’s oversight and instruction. To be sure it is healthy for a young person to cease to be a child, I Cor. 13:11, but how maturity is expressed greatly differs depending on your moral value system. Godly maturity is evidenced when a young man or young woman becomes a man of understanding and becomes experienced in defending D/V Wisdom. On the other hand, the young person’s wicked peers are most interested in discovering the excitement of their own newfound power of independence by openly rejecting their parents (and God’s) Authority. These wicked peers offer to the jr. higher the quickest route to what humanly seems most attractive and important in life,              i.e. autonomy, independence, freedom from the restraints and boundaries of parents. 

My son, This vocative is emphatically repeated by the parent as the new, conflicting voices of his peers confuse the young man or young woman. There is a great need to reinforce the parent’s voice of Authority and God’s Standard of Righteousness. Up until now there has been very little competition for the child’s heart (hopefully/ contra. TV). How sad that many children only hear the worldly H/V values because their Dad and/ or Mom have no D/V GRID OF GODLY MORAL VALUES. In other words, up until now, the single most important influence in a child’s life has been his parent’s voice and, hopefully, the Word of God, but at about jr. high age the young person discovers the enticing influence of his peers outside the home. Thus, at this age an immense struggle begins to ensue. It can make this time in the young person’s life most difficult for both parent and child. There can be great tension in the home now because of this introduction of such a contradiction of moral values from the child’s peers. The values the young person is exposed to at school, or even at church, may be very, very different from what he has been accustomed to at home. The young person is maturing, forming his own identity and personal set of moral values as he naturally is being weaned from his parent’s oversight, 22:6. The young person may find himself desperately wanting his peers approval, fearing their rejection. Unfortunately, the price of his peer’s acceptance is usually his rejection of his parent’s Godly moral values, thus, setting the stage for possibly the young person’s first engagement with Spiritual Warfare. 

if sinners entice ( means to [causatively] make open [in a moral sense], i.e. to cause to be broad minded; cf. the “broad way that leads to destruction.”) thee, As the young person begins to leave home, he inevitably meets more and more unbelievers or carnal Christians, especially older, influential peers and models (fools, and even scorners, mockers, etc.). Our vulnerable young men and women are seen as “fresh meat” by these ravening wolves hungry to devour your “innocent little lambs,”       Acts 20:28-31. These vicious “evangelists of Hell” will “seek to convert” your child to be a member of their evil congregation (gang, etc.). These hardened, impudent and daring wicked ones are not content to sin with abandon themselves; they also seek to draw in others, i.e. your children. As the young man or young woman is attracted to the opposite sex, he or she will have to decide if they are going to commit themselves to purity and godliness, or be driven by carnal appetites of the flesh, 7:1-10, 21-27 [contra. Joseph’s temptation].  

Consent (means “to breathe after, to rest,” i.e. because you gave in/ sadly, some cowardly surrender without a fight) thou not, Here the father/ mother exhorts, pleads and warns their children to avoid such bad company. Notice that the ultimate responsibility is placed on the young person, i.e. they are volitional. Young person, can you, will you, say “No”?  Will you refuse to be lead astray by fools and scorners? Will you turn a deaf ear to their enticements! Do you have the moral courage to stand alone, if need be, rather than give in to their sin? Psm. 139:19-24; Rom. 16:17-18; Eph. 5:1-17.


Now we go behind closed doors into the secret session of the “gang.” They are having an “evangelistic” meeting to recruit your children to join in with the crime and violence on the streets and in our public schools. 

11If they say, Come along with us, let us lay in wait for someone’s blood, let us lurk privily waylay some harmless soul for the innocent without cause [i.e. could be “without guilt, without impunity.” They feel no restraint; they think that they are invincible/ exempt from being caught or ever receiving punishment]. 
If they say, Come along with us: i.e. “come join” our close group, our “family,” our gang. Young people will both be Strong in the Lord and serve as a missionary on their school campus, or they will be a mission field, inevitably becoming casualties themselves. There can be no neutrality. As a good defense against wicked peer pressure, it’s important for young people to have godly friends, 13:20.

let us lay wait for blood: This passage sounds like the 10 o’clock news; our world is filled with hostility, pornography, perversion and bold acts of violence and crime, 1:16, 12:6. “… for blood” can mean “… for blood in cheeks,” i.e. wait for naïve youth, Micah 7:2. The young person going out into the world with evidence of the “winner’s wreath and medals” of a Wise son or daughter, 1:8-9, will most likely be mocked and be made to feel intimidated by fools and scorners, mockers and scoffers. Such young people who stand apart from the mob, and who refuse to “fit in” with the young rebels will probably be made fun of by the jr. high gang in power on the local campus. Young people need to be strong enough in their conviction and commitment to follow the Ways of the Lord in order to turn a deaf ear to the “gangs” enticements, Psm. 56. 

let us lurk [stalk] for the innocent: Psm. 35:1, 4-12. The young toughs will wait or set traps for godly young people at the lunch period or after classes so as to mock all who follow the Lord. Be encouraged, young person, our Lord has gone before you for He was “hated without a cause,”        John 15:25.
12Let us swallow them up alive like as the grave/ Sheol; and whole, as those that go down into the pit: 
swallow: These wicked youth’s modus operandi is to “swallow them up,” i.e. swallow the godly youths like an earthquake, without leaving a trace of evidence (thus, they would never get caught). Their “swallowing” speaks of their evil, insatiable appetite for violence and hatred. They have absolutely no esteem or respect for the Wise, the Righteous; they have only contempt for the godly, Psm. 57. 

as the grave:  Rom. 3:10-18, 23. 

whole: like sheep for slaughter, Psm. 143:7-12. 

13We shall find all precious substance/ get all sorts of valuable things, we shall fill our houses with spoil/ plunder:  Their thinking is the stuff of dreams. “We’ll get something for nothing,” they say. Such only know how to prosper out of the suffering of the innocent. They have no love of people; they only use people. They don’t love anyone but themselves. They reject the true riches of Christ’s Grace in His Glorious Kingdom for the tinsel and glitter of a perishing world. Their lust to fill their emptiness with things is based on covetous, materialistic love, Luke 12:15; I Tim. 6:9, 10. The “spoils” are the rewards of war/ battle, captured by destroying their enemy, God’s people. 


Young person, who is on the Lord’s side? You cannot be neutral, Luke 11:23. Is material gain more important to you than pleasing the Lord or loving people? 

14Cast throw in thy lot among/ with us; let us all have one purse/ share a common purse: The promise of “all for one, and one for all” is appealing if you’re not willing to work for a living. “You’ll belong to the ‘family,’ the gang” they promise. “It’s a quick and easy way to real happiness.” Only they don’t tell you that you will lose your innocence, sear your conscience and harden your soul until you don’t have the capacity to enjoy the so-called “spoils.” 

15My son, walk not thou in the way with them/ don’t go along with them; refrain thy foot from do not set foot on their path: 
My son: The father emphatically repeats his warnings! “Have nothing to do with that wicked crowd!”  

Walk not: Avoid the “broad way of destruction,” Prov. 4:14-15; II Cor. 6:14-7:1. 

Refrain thy foot (singular): Don’t even take the first step in their direction. Don’t experiment with sin, or try it just for fun, e.g. Prov. 5:8; Jer. 14:10-12. 

16For their feet run to evil/ sin, and make haste/ they are swift to shed blood. The wrong crowd of fools and scoffers are bold; they are proud of their feats of wickedness. They boast of them to one another; cf. bold, defiant ungodly rock music trying to shock its listeners with its brazen rebellion.        Prov. 4:14-18; Isa. 59:1-8.  

17Surely in vain/ how useless the net is spread in the sight/ in full view of any bird. Such are fools indeed, in that they are more stupid than birds. At least birds will see a trap if you set it right in front of them; they will avoid it and fly away, but this wicked gang is so stupid that they blindly walk into the devil’s trap of destruction and be snared every time, 14:12; 7:21-27. 

18And they lay in wait for their own blood; they lurk privily for/ waylay only themselves their own lives. Violence leads to violence. God’s Justice and Vengeance will hound the wicked; it will pursue them relentlessly, and not allow this “wrong crowd” to continue to live, Gal. 6:7-8; Psm. 7:11-17. Haman will always be hanged on the gallows he prepared for Mordecai! 

19So are the ways of every one/ such is the end of all that is greedy of ill-gotten gain; which/ it taketh away the life of the owners thereof/ those who get it. The father once again gives solemn warning and condemns this “wrong crowd” of fools who forsake the Ways of their parents and their God. He condemns the spirit of this materialistic age where men seek to get rich any way they can.  


Teenager, listen to the instruction of your father, and forsake not the law of your mother; I don’t care if physically you are getting as big as your parents. Don’t be too big for your britches, or too smart for your own good. Fear and obey your parents and your God, and it will go well with you. Choose your friends carefully. Seek out those who are walking with the Lord. 


Parents, warn your children. Urge them to have Christian friends of all ages. From jr. high on your children’s friends will be the most important influence in their lives. Offer them committed Christian friends. 


What is Christ’s attitude toward the “wrong crowd?” Amazingly, “Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do,” Luke 23:34. Our Lord Jesus died to pay for their sins, to give them forgiveness of their sins and to give them a new beginning with all the blessings of Eternal Life, just like He did for you and me. Trust in Christ Jesus today. You can be saved from the “wrong crowd” and from your own self-destruction. Trust Him. You can trust Him.

