



      If Freedom is Abused… Provs.1:20-33


This July 4th we celebrate the unique Freedom with which we have been exceedingly, abundantly Blessed in America. No other nation or people can boast of such Freedom and privilege as we have. Therefore, as we appreciate this inestimable gift of Freedom, it’s appropriate to ask ourselves, “What are we doing with this great Freedom so undeserved? Are we using our Freedom wisely? Are we taking advantage of the gift, this privilege, this opportunity of Freedom so as to advance the common good and use it for the Glory of God? Or, are we abusing our wonderful Freedom? Are we selfishly squandering, wasting this tremendous privilege of Freedom foolishly, even shamefully? 

How could we, as American citizens, abuse our precious Freedom? What if we so took for granted our government of the people, by the people and for the people that we didn’t even bother to vote in elections or actively participate in the political process? Other nations would love to have such a voice in their government’s rule in their lives; most of them would even be willing to die so as to give their children such privilege of Freedom that we in America take for granted. Do we as Americans abuse our Freedom when we fail to honor the American flag, the symbol of our great nation, or allow others to desecrate it? Is it likewise abuse of our Freedom to fail to teach or instill a pride in our children for American’s godly Christian heritage? Do we not abuse our unique American Freedom when we cheat on our income tax, abuse government welfare and/ or demand our “rights” that our government support us? Isn’t it abusing our Freedom when we fail to show respect and appreciation for our nation’s military that valiantly sacrifice their Freedoms, including the many who gave their very lives, so that we might be Free? Cf. change of command ceremony for Lt. Colonel Gus Mancuso. Recognize military veterans. Do we not abuse our Freedom when we use our Freedom of speech for unwholesome or unworthy uses; or, if we keep silent or fail to speak out against evil? How many would dearly love to be Free to speak for Truth and Right without fear of reprisal? To be selfish, to waste our time and the tremendous privileges and resources we enjoy as Americans is an abuse of our great Freedom. Be thankful to God this July 4th especially for the Blessed gift of Freedom that we enjoy. God has truly Blessed America.

On an even broader scale, God has Blessed men and women of all nations and peoples with Freedom of choice and volition. That’s not unique to just Americans. At this point, I’m going to ask you to understand that today, I’m going to stress the doctrine of human responsibility. Often, I’ve stressed God’s Sovereignty and the bondage of the human will to believe in Christ without the Supernatural, Overruling Work of the Holy Spirit. Both God’s Sovereignty and man’s responsibility are true. Stressing the Freedom of human volition we are celebrating this week in no way undermines our belief in the Sovereignty of God.  In fact, with the universal privilege of Freedom of choice, comes the responsibility of using volitional Freedom for good. What if we abuse this gift of God, our Freedom of choice? What are the consequences of abusing this precious volitional Freedom? Prov. 1 says, Be sure that you are accountable for your choices.  


Prov. 1:20-23, describes Wisdom and the Holy Spirit’s invitation to all to choose the Fear of God and the Ways of God. Consider by comparison the unparalleled Witness of God’s Word in the America. Imagine how great has been this opportunity when you consider the witness and invitation over an American child’s entire life with his parent’s teaching, training, warnings, discipline and pleadings, plus, witness from a church family and other godly influences, the media Gospel witnesses and the Holy Spirit’s calling, witness and conviction. Today is truly the Day of Salvation, of Opportunity and Grace in America; but what if, in spite of all these callings and invitations, this witness is flatly rejected by most? Sadly, most indeed, do reject the Holy Spirit’s Invitation to trust in Christ Jesus as their Savior and Lord, Matt. 7:13-14. If statistics mean anything, upwards of 80-90% of all mankind follows the “broad way” that leads to destruction. Narrow, indeed, is the way to life, and few there are who find it. Most abuse their precious Freedom of choice to go their own way; they throw away the many opportunities in which God’s Graciously invited them to Fear the Lord, trust in Him and follow Him all the days of their life. 

20Wisdom crieth without; she uttereth her voice in the streets: Vs. 20 and 21 introduce us to Wisdom personified as a woman and to the place(s) where D/V Wisdom is proclaimed. Before in our nation Righteousness was encouraged and sin was openly condemned; but now, wicked men grow more bold and defiant, as they entice others to follow them openly in their rebellion against God. Nevertheless, Wisdom invites all from every public place, where the masses are found, to choose the Ways of the Lord. 

21She crieth in the chief place of concourse, in the openings of the gates: in the city she uttereth her words, saying, The gates of the city, vs.21, are the place where the elders sit and judicial matters are settled, cf. Ruth 4:lff. The inference of these verses is clear. We can learn a great deal by considering the source of the “Wisdom” which is offered. Wisdom, we know from the previous verses, was to be found in parental counsel and instruction. Here, Wisdom is to be gained because of the Freedoms preserved by the  authority of government, hopefully from men who recognize their governmental role as “ministers of God.” 

22How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity? and the scorners delight in their scorning, and fools hate knowledge? There is an important time element here. Freedom of choice is a limited opportunity. You will be held accountable for choices made during this “opportunity.” Ignorance and innocence are not the problem here, but willful rejection of the Way of D/V Wisdom. The simple love to put off a commitment to seek the Ways of the Lord, and those who are scoffers take pleasure in mocking all who follow God. It is not that the Knowledge of God was unavailable; it was unacceptable; fools hated it! 

23Turn you at my reproof: behold, I will pour out my spirit unto you, I will make known my words unto you. Wisdom’s words are appropriately those of rebuke and correction. “Turn you at my reproof,” She admonishes. Wisdom calls upon guilty sinners to repent. The only way for sinners to obtain D/V Wisdom is for them to choose to turn from their wicked ways, renounce their folly, and walk in the Way of Righteousness. Wisdom does not come naturally, but folly does. Consequently D/V Wisdom requires a Supernatural Source, I Cor. 2:6-16. Wisdom therefore offers to pour forth Her Spirit on those who will flee from folly and turn to her. The “spirit” which Wisdom offers men is, I believe, the Holy Spirit, Who enlightens our minds and illuminates the Scriptures, resulting in an Understanding of D/V Wisdom, cf. Eph.1:17; Col.1:9. There is good reason for Wisdom’s solemn warning here; the consequence for rejecting Christ, the Wisdom of God is eternal damnation. 

Those who have chosen the way of folly are on a path that leads to destruction. In vs. 17-19 the father urged his son not to join these evil men because they were on a self-destructive course. In vs. 24-32 Wisdom warns men who are already on a course of destruction. 

Wickedness is a Choice

Men are following the way of wickedness because they have chosen to do so:

24Because I have called, and ye refused; i.e. the very words of invitation, the witness of JHVH, Himself! The very tool (Gospel, Word of God) to soften men’s hearts, if spurned, can harden the same heart           (= consequences of rejecting Him). Repent! Turn you at my reproof (180( = you change): behold, I will pour out my spirit unto you. But, if you refuse (Heb. “oppose”), Isa. 66:4, 1-2; 1:18-20; Heb. 12:25-26, 28-29. 

I have stretched out my hand, spreading out her hands, striving to beckon, to bring near, Isa. 65:2-3a. Historically, Solomon’s children’s generation failed of the Grace of God resulting in a split in the nation,    i.e. they rejected Amos and Hosea’s pleading on the street corners. 

and no man regarded (Heb. To make the ear stiff = become a fool); they paid no attention (habitual inattention); cf. wedding banquet invitation, Matt. 22:1-13; Luke 14:16-35. E.g. wearing a “Jesus 1st” pin, yet in reality putting anything and everything before the Lord.  

25But ye have set at nought (“to loose,” “to release,” “to let it fall;” i.e. to be free of it) all my counsel (D/V guidance; i.e. in this situation, “do this;” but you wouldn’t!), and would none of my reproof: Fools make fun of and laugh at their parent’s warnings and reproofs; cf. vs. 29-30. From vs. 7 we learned that the beginning of Wisdom is the moral decision to fear God and to turn from evil, cf. 3:7. Those who are here warned by Wisdom are those who have willfully chosen to reject her call, refused to listen and apply God’s Word, but instead chose to follow the way of evil; contra. 4:10-11, 14-15, 19. 

Men do not reject Wisdom for folly; they reject D/V Wisdom as folly. Few people pursue the way of evil because they know it is foolish. They do so because, in their minds, they are different, they are smarter than the rest of us. The sluggard is wiser in his own eyes than seven men who can give a discreet answer, 26:16. In prisons, many prisoners openly indicate that they believed the hard working stiffs were the fools, not they. The straights chose to work long hours in order to make a little money. They, on the other hand, in a few brief minutes could rob a bank and live high for months. The wicked men of 1:11-14 are proud of their way of life. They can get rich quick, with little effort. To them, the innocent, vs.11, are the “fools” from whom they will gladly separate them from their money. 

Rejecting Wisdom Means Painful Consequences

The second theme is that the choice to reject D/V Wisdom’s Call has painful consequences:

26I also will laugh (mock) at your calamity; If you laugh at God’s Word and D/V Wisdom, Wisdom (Personification) will get the last laugh! God is a very Personal God. He can be insulted; He is not an impersonal computer, I John 5:10. “You mocked and rejected Me; now, here’s what I’m going to do to you!” God reacts Personally to us, both positively and negatively. He is anything but impersonal and indifferent. Wisdom is likened unto a woman and it is true that “Hell hath no fury like a woman,” in this case, Wisdom, “scorned!” Consider that if you reject Christ, or don’t love Him, He takes it very personal! cf. I Cor. 16:22! 

I will mock when your fear cometh; Luke 21:25-27; Rev. 1:7; I Thess. 1:7-9. What terrifying words!

27When your fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction cometh as a whirlwind; Killer hurricane/ tornado! Cf. Nahum 1:2-3. Notice the parallel Hebrew poetry: desolation, and your destruction with distress and anguish. 

when distress and anguish cometh upon you. Fools and Mockers, Scoffers and Scorners, once so independent, are now become feeble and needy, Zeph. 1:14-18. 

The Point of No Return

The final theme is that there is a point of no return, after which repentance will be too late. 

28Then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer; they shall seek me early (with the morning twilight), but they shall not find me: Rom. 1:21-28. Distress shall teach them to pray, but when they cry out, not asking for Wisdom or for God’s Way, but for deliverance from the consequences of sin. One may be troubled by the fact that Wisdom may seem cruel here, but Wisdom warns men that calamity and disaster are the consequence of rejecting Her. Evil men suffer only what they deserve. God’s justice requires that men not only receive what they have earned, cf. “the wages of sin is death,” Rom. 6:23, but what they earnestly desired. Cf. cause and effect/ sowing and reaping. Because we live in a moral universe, God Himself will deal with the incorrigible! Note: Deut. 28:45-48; cf. God’s Laws in vs. 19, 31-32; cf. even the sin of David, a man after God’s Own Heart, cost him immeasurably, i.e. he was forgiven, but he lost his testimony and he still had to face the consequences of his sin(s). Be warned!

29For that they hated (perfect tense, i.e. all the time) knowledge (in the LXX, a form of the very Personal (), and did not choose the fear of the LORD: They had multiplied opportunities to repent and choose the Ways of God, until it was too late, cf. Matt. 11:20-30; 13:13-16. 

30They would none of my counsel: they despised (derided, Luke 16:14-15) all my reproof. “Before when problems came, they rejected My Counsel,” Wisdom says. “I told them that they were wrong (reproof), but they wanted only “band aid” solutions, and they ignored Me,” says God. 

31Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own way, and be filled with their own devices. They thought that they were so right, they couldn’t be told anything, and they got away with it for a while; but, here’s God’s guarantee: Law of Sowing and Reaping, Gal. 6:7-8. 

32For the turning away (choosing not to follow D/V Wisdom; contra. Repentance, vs. 23) of the simple shall slay them, Making a moral choice to go from the innocently ignorant to the deliberately stupid!

and the prosperity of fools shall destroy them. God is hardly impressed with a man’s wealth               (cf. Haggai 2:8; contra. H/V of measuring men by the size of their bank account, I Cor. 4:7). Given enough time, those who reject the Lord will destroy themselves; they will become so hardened (habit) until it’s too late.

When Wisdom calls out to sinners in vs. 20-33, it is not an offer than can be set aside until a more convenient time. They way of evil will eventually lead to destruction. Men cannot complacently continue to walk in the way of evil, only to repent as the inevitable consequences become more evident. It will then be too late. Hell will be populated with men and women filled with remorse, but not with genuine repentance. Justice demands that men face the consequences of the way they have chosen. The time for repentance is now, not later, cf. II Cor. 6:2. 

The final verse contrasts the end of the Righteous with those who have chosen the way of the wicked. 33But whoso hearkeneth (participle, i.e. a habitual pattern of saying “Yes! Yes! Yes!” to God.) unto me shall dwell safely, and shall be quiet from fear of evil. Not from evil itself, but from the fear of evil (we suffer most in our mental attitude). There’s much talk today about “stress and burn out,” but God has promised never to give us more than we’re able to bear, I Cor. 10:13. The Lord will enable you to be an overcomer through all sorts of trials; He will give you peace in the storm (D/V FRAMEWORK) if you have an humble, trusting, submissive attitude grounded with a clear conscience from habitual obedience. There’s Hope in the middle of historical disaster for the remnant, for pockets of obedient believers. You can live victorious by Faith by choosing to apply God’s Word in your life. You can develop a love affair with the Lord Jesus Christ, Eph. 3:17-19; I John 4:16-18. Those who walk in the path of Wisdom reap the reward of sins forgiven and need not fear the penalty of sin. The dread of evil is only for those who practice it.        D/V Wisdom delivers men from the destruction that results from sin. Don’t abuse your Freedom of choice.

Conclusion

Proverbs 1 is like a road map in that it outlines life in terms of only two ways: the way of D/V Wisdom and the way of folly. Wisdom leads to abundant life, peace and security, while the way of folly ends only with death and destruction. Everyone is on one of these two paths. Because our sinful nature inclines us to the path of folly, by God’s help, we must make a conscious choice to follow the path of Wisdom. To enter the way of folly, one simply chooses to follow those who encourage him to do what comes naturally and to reject D/V Wisdom’s call. To enter the way of Wisdom one must recognize his bent toward sin, reject folly, and choose to pursue Wisdom in the Fear of the Lord. All men are forced to make a decision concerning the fear of the Lord, either to Fear God, 1:7, or to resist Him, 1:29. Choose Christ.

There is no more important decision, my friend, than that which determines your Eternal Destiny. Your Eternal Future is determined by your response to the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ. Like Wisdom in Proverbs 1, our Lord says that you are a sinner, bound for eternal destruction. He came to the earth, lived a sinless life, and died on the cross of Calvary for your sins in order to give you a right standing with God. Will you wisely accept His offer of salvation, or will you foolishly reject Him and Eternal Life? The decision is yours. This is part of the Freedom of choice God gives to all men. Don’t abuse your Freedom of choice!

