                                         Motivation to Obey the Father, Proverbs 3:1-4

The question has been asked as to whether this Proverbs study is only going to apply to parents and/ or children. The person asking the question was interested in learning knowledge geared more for adults; contra. Prov. 3:1 (personally, the Holy Spirit first applies the Scriptures to me as the “son” [56 year old?], and then to any role of authority I might have). To be sure Proverbs is God’s Book on Parenting, but it is hardly child’s play. Please don’t look on this study as being beneath you or only for intellectual midgets. The world glorifies the smartest and most educated, saying, "Knowledge is Power!" but is it really? I think that this sounds an awful lot like Gen. 3, where Satan tempted Adam and Eve that if they ate of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, they would become as gods (have power?). What kind of knowledge is power? Is there more than one kind of knowledge? There’s indeed a great difference between having God’s Knowledge and Wisdom and having the world’s knowledge and wisdom. The Bible tells us that in the last days “iniquity shall abound,” Matt. 24:12, while at the same time, “…the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased,” Dan. 12:4. Note that as the world’s knowledge increases, so does iniquity. Please don’t forget the admonition to believers in Rom. 12:2, And be not conformed to this world (don’t let the world fit you into its mold/ shape your thinking, attitudes): but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind (with D/V Wisdom), that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, Will of God. God would have believers knowledgeable and educated, but with more emphasis on D/V Knowledge and Wisdom (as taught in the Book of Proverbs) than on H/V worldly knowledge and wisdom.
I’m afraid that Christians and churches fall into the trap of thinking like the world when they seem to think they have a better chance of achieving True Spiritual Power only if their church has speakers and/ or leaders with the most academic degrees and/ or their church has the latest, cutting-edge technology. I for one am thankful that the Bible teaches that True Spirituality does not require a high I.Q. or even a computer, for that matter; it does requires D/V Wisdom, however, and that’s what’s being offered in this study of Proverbs. Even children or adults with low I.Q.s and/ or limited education can be Spiritual and have Power with God if they have D/V Knowledge and Wisdom. 

Understand that acquiring just any kind of knowledge or wisdom is not enough; you must acquire D/V Knowledge and Wisdom. One of the major differences between God’s Knowledge and Wisdom and the world’s knowledge and wisdom is that H/V (the world’s) wisdom is merely impersonal, didactic, technical and/ or academic information; on the other hand, D/V (God’s) Wisdom is very personal Knowledge of God, I Sam. 2:3; Prov. 1:7, and links our behavior with social relationships, James 3:13-18. Under H/V world’s wisdom interpersonal relationships deteriorate because worldly knowledge puffs up, I Cor. 8:1; contra. D/V Wisdom, Prov. 16:7. If you have an impersonal vertical relationship (Pharisees, religious intellectuals who were aloof because of their pride and competitive spirit, etc.; contra. Isa. 28:9-10), you will have impersonal horizontal relationships. D/V Wisdom is more than just Knowledge of Doctrine; it is very personal and greatly affects relationships. H/V is sensual, earthly, etc. Consider that most universities, as bastions of H/V wisdom, are exceedingly immoral. Destructive relationships are inevitable at such institutions, James 3:13. At best, H/V wisdom only substitutes raw lust with more sophisticated lust. People will either be shaped by the Word of God or by Satan’s world system. D/V Wisdom is practical; its followers are teachable, humble and acknowledge their dependency on God and others, James 3:16-18.

After another strong encouragement to pursue his teaching of D/V Wisdom (contra. H/V 

wisdom), vs. 1-4, the Father-teacher gives more commands in vs. 5-6. The son is told to trust in God and not lean on his own understanding, vs. 5-6. Verses 1-6 follow an alternating pattern of commands and rewards and/ or motivations: commands, vs. 1, reward, vs. 2, commands, vs. 3, reward, vs. 4, commands, vs. 5-6a, reward, vs. 6b, commands. The rewards are longevity of life and prosperity, vs. 2, favor with God and people , vs. 4, and direction, vs. 6. 

1My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments: 

Again the son (an humble position that the worldly wise might think is beneath them), cf. 1:8, 15; 2:1; 3:11, 21, is urged (COMMANDS are both negative, do not forget, Deut. 4:9 and positive, keep, in vs. 1-6) to heed what he was being taught. This requires both humility and submission, 1:7; 15:33;    e.g. Luke 2:51-52. The Father gives commands plus motivation (the reason for obedience), especially at first. There are no arbitrary commands in the Word of God. Contrary to the world’s “politically correct” ideas as taught by the world’s “smartest” experts, please note that the Bible teaches that parent’s role, Authority and responsibility supercede the government’s role, Authority and responsibility in knowing what is best for our children (even if the parents are not worldly educated). 

The Father’s teaching, the content given to the son, as in 1:8; 4:2; and 6:20, 23, is the Hebrew word for “Law” and can be translated “teaching.” When used, as here, with a specific person (e.g., mother) it is translated “teaching,” cf. 3:1; 4:2; 6:20; 13:14. Since parents in ideal Jewish homes taught their children God’s Law, cf. Deut. 6:4-9, the same word Torah was used both for the Law and for instruction in it. 

The soul receives God’s Truth/ Word into the mind through the conscience. Hopefully, a resulting higher God consciousness from the study of God’s Word should produce positive volition toward the Father’s Commands. If your conscience rejects God’s Truth, negative volition in the soul will build scar tissue and will eventually sear your conscience altogether. Thus, the admonition to “keep my (the Father’s) commandments;” cf. Deut. 4:9.
2For length of days, and long life, and Peace, shall they add to thee. 

Why should you be positive toward D/V Wisdom? If these instructions are part of one’s inner life, two benefits (motives) will be realized: longevity and quality of life (vita vitalis, John 10:10), cf. 3:13, 16; 4:10; 9:10-11; 10:27; 14:27; 15:24 (a sign of God’s blessing; cf. Ex. 20:12), and tangible prosperity (both positively and negatively). These Promises are literally true. The word for prosperity is often translated “Peace” (Shalom). Though it includes both Peace and prosperity, it is broader in meaning. It also suggests wholeness, health, and harmony of life. The benefits of voluntarily submitting to God’s Word, not only will give mental Peace, but also physical health, Psm. 38:1-10. There will inevitably be psychosomatic effects from every positive or negative response to God’s Truth, and it will effect everything about you, i.e. conflict of conscience and mind. You cannot separate your mind from your body, 4:23. How you think determines how you feel, both physically and emotionally. For example, you may say that you feel depressed so that you cannot do your work, but if you’ll do your work, you will tend to be no longer depressed (no guilt = Peace, vs. lazy = no Peace). Whether you are positive toward God’s Word or not will actually determine the length of your life because of the conscience/ mind conflict in your soul, Ex. 20:12; 15:26. Rejection of God’s Word, of what is known to be true, will greatly affect physical and mental Peace (Shalom) and the length of life for a believer, I Cor. 11:29-32. All of us are still subject to the effects of the fall of Adam, but the effects can be greatly minimized by having a positive attitude toward God’s Word and Doctrine, Psm. 34:11-19; 119:165; Isa. 32:17,         57:19-21; Rom. 14:17. 

3Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart: 

Mercy translates as “committed love”, i.e. “,” toward a covenant. That quality along with Truth, i.e. dependability or Faithfulness ((((((((, a form of “amen;” cf. “love and faithfulness” in 14:22; 16:6; 20:28), should grace one’s life like a neck chain carried as a signet (I. D. or badge of honor for who we really are in Christ), cf. 3:22; 1:9, and should be written, figuratively, on one’s heart, cf. 6:21-23; 7:3. These qualities represent personal integrity, instead a spirit of worldly manipulation, Hosea 4:1. 

Bind them means to know them by heart (contra. Thinking this study is anti-education), Deut. 6:4-9. They were not intended to encourage the use of phylacteries so much, but to encourage such a strong association with and adherence to the parents’ teachings that they literally become a part of us, of who we are. Actually, these qualities were to become so much a part of our soul that they might be likened to an athlete’s “groove,” practiced so often until the person knows them perfectly, Deut. 11:18-21, and they produce supernatural Living, Psm. 119:11. 

These Truths must be memorized and so engrained in our hearts that our hands (behavior) automatically move with D/V Wisdom skill as though it was bound to it, moving it in a preprogrammed D/V Wisdom prescribed pattern. Likewise, Jer. 31:33 describes God’s work in the believer’s heart; He has already begun a good work in you, and will finish it. Human responsibility balances God’s Work as we are to learn and practice, be tested, fail and be corrected, and learn and practice over and over again until D/V Wisdom becomes a part of us. 

4So shalt thou find favour and good understanding in the sight of God and man. 

The results, motivation for such adherence to the Father’s commands (positive response to Word of God and a clear conscience) is favor (success) and a good understanding (name, good reputation). “Favor” means “to be gracious or to show favor.” The noun is translated “grace” in 3:34; “kindhearted” in 11:16; “favor” in 3:4; 13:15; 28:23; and “charm” in 31:30. “Good name” is rendered “good understanding” in 13:15. The Hebrew includes the idea of competence and effectiveness, and therefore a reputation for prudence and integrity; e.g. Joseph, Gen. 39:2-4, 21; Samuel, 1 Sam. 2:26.
Success depends on a clear conscience based on compliance with the Doctrinal Grid           (D/V Wisdom absolute standards) stored in the soul. Volition and Conscience makes responsibility possible. Conscience/ Holy Spirit responds to the Word of God with Amen! Conscience stores our record of responses (if negative, it becomes a history of guilt). Conscience restrains individuals from sin (= Success) giving Peace within and with other peoples conscience, Rom. 14:16-19. The other person may not agree outwardly with you, but he will know that he has a clear conscience with you. Even in disagreement, a clear conscience produces respect from others; contra. impersonal relationships in business, the world without a clear conscience, e.g. P/R smiles. Once saved, you maintain a clear conscience by daily practicing I John 1:9. 

5Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 

Trust is BATACH, which is a wrestling term and means to pick up and throw down, i.e. to cast yourself face down before God as in a helpless state/ e.g. baby cast on his mother’s breast, Psm. 22:9. Christ learned to trust/ HOPE in God. He couldn’t even feed Himself, as He had to cast Himself on his mother’s breast. To trust in the LORD wholeheartedly requires being in fellowship with God. You can’t trust with all of your heart (mind + conscience) if you are having negative volition toward God’s Word/ Father’s commands; cf. fool, Heb. 12:8. Adversity inevitably comes into our life and we rush to the Lord, but He demands that we first settle any problem of our being out of fellowship with Him, Psm. 66:18. Hence, being out of fellowship dries up Prayer. To trust God with your mind only is to be phony. To trust God with all your heart means one should not rely (lean) on his understanding, for human insights are never enough. To lean not on you own understanding expresses maturity. God’s ways are Incomprehensible, Isa. 55:8-9; yet He is Trustworthy. All the H/V wisdom a person may acquire can never replace the need for fully trusting in God’s Superior Ways. D/V Wisdom is always open, teachable and dependent; contra. the pride of H/V knowledge, the feeling that you’ve arrived. A Wise person is open to learn from each new situation no matter how much knowledge he has already accumulated. 

6In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. 

As a person trusts in the Lord and acknowledges Him (this is not a nod of recognition but a dependency and an intimate knowledge of God, in all his ways (cf. all your heart, 3:5, he finds that God makes his paths straight. Seek (always/ imperative) to know God in each new situation; e.g. “Lord, what are You teaching me in this?” Contrast having a lazy attitude that only falls back on past knowledge and experiences. Here’s God’s Promise: He will direct your paths. This means more than mere guidance; it means God will remove obstacles, making a smooth path or way of life, or perhaps better, giving you victory by bringing you through the obstacle to the appointed goal; contra. H/V’s solution of going around or ignoring the problem, I Cor. 10:13. 

If we are to set a goal to acquire as much knowledge in life as possible, make sure the Knowledge you seek is the Knowledge of Christ, Phil. 3:7-11. Average, below average and even a few above average folks can Know the Lord of Glory and boast in His Supernatural Power, Jer. 9:23-24. Praise the Lord! Trust in Christ today. Believe in Jesus as your Savior and Lord by trusting in His Death, Burial and Resurrection on your behalf to pay for your sins. Trust Him. You can trust Him.

