III. The Command To Fear The Lord And Not Admire One’s Wisdom, 3:7-8

7Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil. 

Young people who acquire wisdom need to remember that they did not become wise by themselves; wisdom comes from God (2:6, . This reminder is similar to 3:5b. A heart awareness of and proper response to God (fear the LORD; cf. comments on 1:7,  help prevent the evil of pride (cf. Rom. 12:16, . (On shunning evil; cf. Prov. 8:13; 14:16; 16:6; Ps. 97:10.,  

Be:  Prov. 26:12; Isa. 5:21; Rom. 11:25, 12:16 

fear:  Prov. 14:27, 16:6; Neh. 5:15; Job 1:1, 28:28; Psm. 34:11-14; Eccl. 12:13 

8It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones. 

As a result God gives health and vigor (cf. Prov. 4:22, . Health in one’s bones, mentioned several times in Proverbs (3:8; 12:4; 14:30; 15:30; 16:24; 17:22,  suggests, as is well known today, that spiritual and physical health are related.
shall:  Prov. 4:22, 16:24; Psm. 147:3; Isa. 1:6; Jer. 30:12, 13 

health:  Heb. medicine

thy:  Ezek. 16:4, 5 

marrow:  Heb. watering, or moistening, Job 21:24 

IV. Honor The Lord And Do Not Withhold One’s Offering, 3:9-10
9Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase: 

In Israel, honoring the LORD with the firstfruits of all one’s crops was a way of expressing gratitude to Him for His provisions (Deut. 26:1-3, 9-11, . It was a way of acknowledging God and His help (Prov. 3:6, . 

Prov. 14:31; Gen. 14:18-21, 28:22; Ex. 22:29, 23:19, 34:26, 35:20-29; Num. 7:2-89, 31:50-54; Deut. 26:2-15; Hag. 1:4-9; Mal. 3:8, 9; Mark 14:7, 8, 10-21; Luke 14:13, 14; 1 Cor. 16:2; 2 Cor. 8:2, 3, 8, 9; Phil. 4:17, 18; 1 John 3:17, 18 

10So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine. 

In return, God then (cf. v. 4,  promised to fill the barns (with grain,  and the vats with new wine (“freshly squeezed grape juice”, . In general it is true that godliness results in gain, that piety brings prosperity (cf. v. 2; Deut. 28:1-14; Matt. 6:33, . But this kind of generalization, common in Proverbs, does not disallow God from making exceptions. Otherwise God is invested in, rather than honored. Proverbs 3:10 is well balanced by verses 11-12.

Prov. 11:24, 25, 19:17, 22:9; Lev. 26:2-5; Deut. 28:8; Eccl. 11:1, 2; Hag. 2:19; Mal. 3:10, 11; Matt. 10:42; 2 Cor. 9:6-11 

V. Appreciate The Lord And Do Not Misunderstand His Discipline, 3:11-12

11My son, despise not the chastening of the LORD; neither be weary of his correction: 

The God who can be trusted to smooth out obstacles and bring one to his appointed goal, vs. 5-6,  and to supply one’s material needs, vs. 9-10,  demonstrates His love by discipline. The warning to the son (cf. vs. 1, 21,  is twofold: do not despise (“reject or take lightly”,  the Lord’s discipline, and do not resent (“loathe or abhor”,  His rebuke (see comments on 1:23 and cf. Job 5:17; Heb. 12:5-6, . Physical punishment and verbal correction are hard to accept but they demonstrate God’s loving concern. The same is true of a parent’s discipline of his children (cf. Deut. 8:15, . Loathing such discipline—thinking that God disciplines because He enjoys causing pain—overlooks the benefits that come from such correction.
My:  Job 5:17; Psm. 94:12; 1 Cor. 11:32; Heb. 12:5, 6; Revs. 3:19 

neither:  Prov. 24:10; Job 4:5; Isa. 40:30, 31; 2 Cor. 4:1, 16, 17; Heb. 12:3, 7-12 

12For whom the LORD loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he delighteth.

Prov. 29:17; Deut. 8:5; Psm. 103:13 

