


God’s Wisdom in Everyday Relationships, Proverbs 3:21-35


Having compared the Superiority of gaining Godly Wisdom over the acquisition gold, silver and precious stones last week, the Father again argues for the necessity of daily living a life characterized by God’s Wisdom and Understanding.

21My son, let not them depart (escape) from thine eyes: keep (safeguard) sound Wisdom and discretion: The familiar my son, vs. 1, 11, introduces a plea for the child of God to chose or embrace God’s Thoughts, Ways and Valued Qualities, i.e. lead a godly way of life in contrast to living a carnal or worldly lifestyle. You must make the choice everyday to die to yourself, renew your mind in God’s Word, and each and everyday, put on your new Life in Christ, Luke 9:23-24; Eph. 4:22-24. 

The object of the verb “let them not depart” or "escape," 4:21, is Wisdom, Knowledge, and Understanding from vs. 13, 19-20 and  "Wisdom (sound judgment) and Discretion (purposes)" from the end of this verse. Sound judgment was translated “victory” in 2:7 (NIV). Living a life filled with the Holy Spirit is never natural, but supernatural. You must choose to follow the Lord daily. Beware; it’s easy to “lose your first love” or to lose your intensity in serving the Lord with all your heart, soul and strength. You thought you were growing in the Grace and Knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ and before you know it you’ve cooled to the Things of God; you’ve backslid. Don’t let the habit of Godly Wisdom Living escape or get out of your sight. Live purposely, conscientiously for God’s Glory.


I. The Father uses the verses that follow as another argument for all the amazing Benefits that come to those who heed His Exhortation in vs. 21. 

22So shall they be life unto thy soul, and grace to thy neck. The Hebrew construction of “So shall they be” denotes purpose or results. These Supernatural Benefits, in contrast to living carnally, include Abundant Life (you already exist, but Christ offers John 10:10). The noun "your soul," or your life, stands for your whole person. Living Godly will daily refresh or revitalize you in the Lord. The phrase "grace for your neck" means that, if you choose to live Godly, your unique lifestyle will adorn your life as a badge or medal, setting you apart for Blessings. The Grace of Godly Wisdom cannot be worn without evoking comment, I Pet. 3:15. People will seek you out or will ask for your help when they discover your insights.

 23Then shalt thou walk in thy way safely, and thy foot shall not stumble. Having God’s Wisdom will keep you safe along life’s paths, 1:33; 3:6. The noun "your way" functions as an adverbial accusative of location and should be translated "on your way." The Heb. term "your foot" stands for your whole person. The verb "to stumble" sometimes means "to strike” or “to smite" against a stone; e.g. as in Psm. 91:11-12. Here the object "stone" is implied. Not having God’s Wisdom would be like stumbling on a stone in the path. Without Gods’ Wisdom you might make serious mistakes or decisions in life that could bring you irreparable harm. 

 24When thou liest down, thou shalt not be afraid: yea, thou shalt lie down, and thy sleep shall be sweet. “When” in a temporal sense is followed by the imperfect tense of “lie down.” The Heb verb "shall not be afraid" describes an emotion much stronger than mere fear; it is dread. The contrasting parallel is that if you keep God’s Wisdom, your sleep will be sweet or pleasant, the Peaceful sleep of a Clear Conscience.
25Be not afraid of sudden fear, neither of the desolation of the wicked, when it cometh.  The negative Heb. exhortation “do not be afraid” is used rhetorically to emphasize that the person who daily seeks God’s Wisdom will have no reason to fear the consequences of Judgment coming on the wicked (because you have a clear conscience, more from Regeneration and exercising I John 1:9 than from being sinless). The Heb. noun “sudden fear” functions as an attributive genitive and should be translated "terror of suddenness" or "sudden terror," e.g., Job 22:10. This “sudden terror” is the emotion or the effect for the cause, desolation, or disaster, that inevitably comes when our Holy God brings Judgment on all who reject or neglect the Wisdom of God’s Ways, 1:25-31; e.g. Job 3:25; even upon hardened apostates, Rev. 6:12-17. 

26For the LORD shall be thy confidence (Or "the Lord will be at your side."), and shall keep thy foot from being taken.  There is a debate as to whether this should be translated term “side" or "confidence". The Vulgate offers "the Lord will be at your side." Other manuscripts relate it to "confidence," e.g., Job 8:14; 31:24; Psm. 78:7, and take it as the Lord will be the source of your confidence; i.e. your “Hope.” This danger compares to the hunter's snare or trap, I Pet. 5:8, and the calamity that afflicts the wicked. God will protect the wise (or, righteous) from such consequences.


II. Now God’s Wisdom is applied to everyday relationships. Verses 27-31 each beginning with the words “Do not.” It is God’s wisdom to avoid such examples of worldliness.


27Withhold not good from them to whom it is due, when it is in the power of thine hand to do it.

The Masoretic Text  has "from its possessors" and the LXX simply has "from the poor." The idea can be explained as being those who are "the owner(s) of it," i.e. the one to whom it is due. "When...." introduces a temporal clause. The following Hebrew expression "it is to the power of your hand" is idiomatic for "you have the ability," Gen. 31:29; Neh. 5:5, in this case, to pay your debts. The idea is, fulfill an obligation such as paying wages to a hired laborer, Lev. 19:13. How contrary this is to the world’s “wisdom” of using, or earning, interest on other people’s money at every chance, Rom. 13:8. 

28Say not unto thy neighbour, Go, and come again, and to morrow I will give; when thou hast it by thee. Or "and it is with you." The last clause is circumstantial: "when ..." Avoid saying man~nana.

29Devise not evil against thy neighbour (anyone in need, Luke 10:29-37), seeing he dwelleth securely by thee. The verb means "to cut in; to engrave; to plough; to devise." The idea of plotting is metaphorical for scheming or fabricating lies or hurtful strategies, Prov. 6:14, 18; 12:20. Again seeing, or “when” introduces a circumstantial clause; cf. troublemakers, busybodies who start fights,                  I Tim. 5:13; contra. Rom. 12:18-19.  

30Strive not with a man without cause, if he have done thee no harm. The term Strive can mean "quarrel" or "legal accusation". This is a warning to not bring legal accusations against anyone without a legitimate reason; i.e. frivolously. The adverb means "without cause, undeservedly," especially with groundless hostility. Consider the American mind-set to sue people as an opportunity to gain wealth. Sadly, acting contrary to God’s Wisdom even creeps into the church, I Cor. 6:1-8.

31Envy thou not the oppressor (Heb. "a man of violence,” the rich and powerful), and choose none of his ways.." The word itself means "violence, wrong" and can refers to the assertive or the “pushy” who through physical violence, social injustice, harsh treatment or words or general rudeness get rich by stepping on the rights of others. Such a powerful person may be admired by the world because they see the money he has or the pleasures he supposedly enjoys. But God gives four reasons in the next four verses why such envy is uncalled for:

 32For the froward is abomination to the LORD: but his secret (Heb. "intimate counsel") is with the righteous. The basic meaning of froward is "to turn aside; to depart". The Niphal stem refers to moral apostates, Jude 5-8, 14-25, who left the path of righteousness: (1) "to go astray," Prov 2:15; 14:2, and (2) "crookedness" in action, Isa 30:12. The "abomination of the Lord" means it is loathsome, detestable or repugnant to the Lord. God intimately reveals His secret Wisdom with those who fear the Lord, Psm. 25:14; John 15:15. The perverse are repugnant to the Lord but He takes the upright into his confidence and brings him into his intimate circle. Talk about an advantage in life!

 33The curse of the LORD is in the house of the wicked: but he blesseth the habitation of the just. The noun “curse” connotes banishment or separation from the place of Blessing. The Curse of God brings ruin to the land and failure to the crops of an individual or nation, II Chron. 7:13-14. God can Supernaturally undermine the ungodly’s ability to earn a living or prosper, Haggai 1:5-7. The term "bless" is the antithesis of "curse." The blessing of God empowers one with the ability to succeed, and brings vitality and prosperity in the material realm, but especially in one's Spiritual Relationship with God.  34Surely he scorneth the scorners (Heb. "He mocks those who mock" [Him]): but he giveth grace unto the lowly. This is poetic justice; the punishment fits the crime. Scoffers are characterized by arrogant pride, e.g., Prov 21:24, as the antithetical parallelism with "the lowly" or the humble. 

35The wise shall inherit glory: but shame shall be the promotion of fools. While the wise will inherit honor, fools will be made a public display of dishonor or contempt. God lets fools entangle themselves in their folly in a way for all to see. 


There just doesn’t seem to be any way to soften the negative side of these last four verses. To say that “God hates the sin, but loves the sinner” is difficult to defend in light of these verses (and many more). God doesn’t send sin to Hell; He sends sinners there! Certainly people will happily accept the contrasting couplets in this section. I believe that they are both true. There’s only one Way to come before a Holy God and that Way is by believing in the Death, Burial and Resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is imperative that we all accept Jesus Christ, the Wisdom of God, and live for Him and for His Glory everyday for the rest of our lives and for eternity. Live God’s Way. Trust Him. You can trust Him.

