
   Dad, What Kind of Heritage Will You Leave behind For Your Children? Proverbs 4


This morning we’re dealing with Family matters. Chapter 4 of Proverbs deals with the Father exhorting his children to acquire God’s Wisdom, vs. 1, 10, 20, so that they might have Supernatural Blessings IN TIME. 

1 Hear (imperative, 1:5), ye children (plural, my sons), the instruction (“discipline,” musar is “boot camp”]) of a father, and (Qal infinitive construct with preposition  indicates the purpose/ result of the preceding imperative) attend to know understanding. The Father, lovingly exercising his Authority delegated to him by God the Father [cf. “God’s Immutable Institutions from Creation based on God’s Delegated Authority” overhead], begins with the command to his children to listen, cf. 1:8; 4:10, 20; 5:1, 7; 7:24. To command Pay attention, 4:20; 5:1; 7:24; 22:17, involves training your children to concentrate, to focus, ignore distractions, to submit, be committed & follow through [endure] with the task or command, etc. The problem so many parents complain about is that they can’t get their children to listen to them! Even the contemporary church seems to be plagued with having a limited attention span, and thus having a capacity only for “sermonettes.” 

Every Father is going to pass something on to his wife and children. What will it be? Will it be God’s Wisdom [His Thoughts and Ways] or will it be “the iniquity of the fathers,” Ex. 20:5; 34:7. The Father’s job is to create a “boot camp,” Heb. 5:7-8, for his family in order to prepare them for the severe Spiritual Warfare that they will inevitably face. It is here that the Father has to establish for his children Life’s Purpose of Pleasing and Glorifying God, Phil. 3:7-8.  The practical application of that requires that the family listen, pay attention and learn God’s Wisdom [His thoughts and Ways, i.e. what God wants done and how He wants it done] and learn how to deny or “die to” ourselves and our natural inclinations to do lesser things. The Father, himself, models listening, paying attention and learning God the Father’s Wisdom. As the saying goes “more is caught than taught.” It’s critical that the children, since they are not machines, acquire Understanding [discernment] lest they keep making the same wrong choices, Heb. 5:11-14. 

2 For I give (The perfect tense has the nuance of a perfect of resolve, indicating what the Father is determined to do.) you good doctrine (cf. skeleton on which you “hang” God’s Wisdom), forsake ye not my law [Torah]. The family is the ideal place to Reveal the Character of God the Father including Values, Doctrine, Life Application and Correction. Passing the Father’s Wisdom to the next generation carries the authority of Tradition. There are three generations in vs. 1-4: David, the grandfather, Solomon, the son, and Rehoboam. 

3  For I was my father's son (Or “a boy with my father”), tender and only beloved (Heb. “tender and only one: comprised of an adjective meaning “tender or delicate” describing a lad who is young and undeveloped in character [e.g., how David saw himself in II Sam. 3:39], and the term “only one” referring to a beloved and prized only child, e.g., Gen 22:2. The LXX introduces the ideas of “obedient” and “beloved” for these two terms.) in the sight of my mother. Solomon spoke of his boyhood when his parents David and Bathsheba taught him; he was considered very special by his father and mother and treated accordingly. He was at first their only child, though later he had three brothers, I Chron. 3:5. Solomon learned the tradition of submission and Godly Wisdom from David, a man after God’s Own Heart. He also learned his father’s weaknesses and Grace Orientation from his father who greatly loved him and was concerned for his welfare. Now Solomon passes on to his son the Family Tradition of Learning God’s Thoughts and Ways. Since the fall of Adam each succeeding generation adds to the composite Tradition of Learning and keeps passing it on from generation to generation. What is passed on hopefully will be Godly Wisdom, but it probably is also the “iniquity of the fathers.” If your family tradition is to have a high God-consciousness, have a good work ethic, read and study the Bible, pray, support missions, be hospitable or have a burden to witness to the lost, for example, that can be passed on to the next generation. If, on the other hand, your family tradition is to watch TV, make almost anything a higher priority than worshipping and serving the Lord, covet, manipulate, treat women disrespectfully or lack self-control, you will probably pass that on to your children as well. The passing of family traditions, good or bad, is a powerful learning tool with your children.  


The mother, of course, shares in the training of the children, but a mother’s love by itself is not enough. Her training needs to be supported by the Father’s Authority, or she may have only limited results. The Father, under the Authority of God the Father, is the final Authority in child training.

4 He taught me also, and said unto me, Let thine heart retain (memorize Scripture, Doctrine) my words: keep my commandments, and live. Vs. 4b-9 are quotes from the training of Solomon’s father, David. By quoting these words Solomon was passing the family tradition of instruction on to his sons. The three generations involved here illustrate Deut. 6:1-2; contra. “macho,” independent dad who passes on the tradition that loving and serving the Lord is for women and children.  David had urged young Solomon to obey his words wholeheartedly (with all your heart; cf. 3:5) so that he would live, cf. 3:1-2; 7:2a. The imperative with the ( expresses volitional sequence after the preceding imperative: “keep my commandments, and then you will live,” meaning “keep them so that you may live.” There are different degrees of living just like there are different degrees of death; i.e. as to 1) physical existence [breathing], 2) God-consciousness [secular vs. spiritual], 3) regeneration, and 4) maturity. To what level you train your children will determine their capacity to live Supernaturally and Abundantly and to succeed in life. 
5  Get Wisdom, get understanding: forget it not; neither decline from the words of my mouth. The verse uses repetition for the imperative “get/ acquire” to underscore the importance of getting Wisdom; it then uses two verb forms for the one prepositional phrase to stress the Warning. The parents are responsible to “train up (the) child in the way he should go,” but the child is also responsible to choose (volition) to hear, to pay attention, to submit, to learn, etc. Fathers are to teach; children are to learn. Volition is essential on the child’s part; cf. the fool, , who “stops his ears” vs. the wise child who hears, 1:5. The parent’s responsibility, like a pastor’s, is limited to teaching and warning; the child, or the congregation, is responsible to respond correctly, cf. Ezek. 3:17-21.
6 Forsake her  (personified “Wisdom” as a helpmate) not, and she shall preserve thee: love her, and she shall keep thee. Is it any wonder that after David’s tradition of family training to Solomon to get God’s Wisdom that, in fact, Solomon did ask God for it, I Kings 3:5-14. Wisdom is to be pursued (three times Solomon said “get”; vs. 5 [twice], vs. 7) and valued (love her; cf. 8:17, 21) if we would have the Fruit of God’s Spirit. The Hebrew imagery is that the believer (male) initiates, pursues and loves Gods’ Wisdom (again personified as a woman, a female helpmate); Wisdom responds by preserving, cf. 2:7-8, 11; 3:21-23, and guarding the believer. Becoming a Christian doesn’t mean that you grow automatically in your Spiritual walk and produce the Fruit of the Spirit anymore than getting married means that you automatically will have a beautiful family. Courtship and marital love is hard work and you must take the initiative, ever pursue your mate, overcome obstacles and prove your commitment by never quitting. In the same way you must be tenacious in your pursuit of God’s Wisdom. Would the same excuses that you give for not attending Worship and Bible study be acceptable to your wife if you failed to meet her expectations? Don’t let your “honeymoon” love relationship [first love] with God ever come to an end. Dad, teach your son(s) to be great lovers (of God’s Wisdom)! Pascal said that human knowledge must be understood to be loved, but from God’s perspective, if you teach your children to love the Lord and His Word then God will give them Understanding.

7 Wisdom is the principal (first, or chief) thing; therefore get Wisdom: and with all thy getting (The noun “the thing got or acquired; acquisition” with the preposition that denotes price, means “with (or at the price of) all that you have acquired.” The point is that no price is too high for Wisdom; give everything for it [Delitzsch]). get understanding. Ironically, this verse is not in the LXX. As stated in 3:13-15 “nothing” can compare with Wisdom. Therefore the pursuit of God’s Wisdom is more important than anything else you can do in life, well worth all the effort and cost involved in acquiring it. “Getting” requires volition. You can’t become a Spirit-filled Christian living a Supernatural, Abundant life by osmosis, or by just hanging around church folks once a week; contra. the “lukewarm” approach.
8 Exalt her (The verb is the Pilpel imperative of “to lift up,” and so the imperative means “exalt her; esteem her highly; prize and honor her,” I Pet. 3:7), and she shall promote thee: she shall bring thee to honour, when thou dost embrace (make love to Wisdom) her. To “know” God’s Wisdom, like a man “knowing” his wife, will produce offspring or fruit of which to be proud. 

9 She shall give to thine head an ornament of grace (The point is that this Grace of God’s Wisdom will be given to the believer like a winner’s wreath about the head [your Godly insights and successful living will be extremely attractive to both believers and unbelievers alike and will be hard for people to ignore, I Pet. 3:15]): a crown of glory (This verse uses wedding imagery: the wife, helpmate [Wisdom], Who is embraced by her husband [the believer], will place the wedding crown on the head of her new bridegroom. Wisdom, like a virtuous wife, will crown the believer with Honor and Grace.) shall she deliver (the verb “deliver” is a Piel [denominative] verb from the noun “shield.”)  to thee. 

As Wisdom is valued and loved, vs. 6, She gives Honor, 3:16, and an Abundant, Attractive Life, pictured as a beautiful wreath, 1:9 and a crown of splendor (used in 16:31 of having gray hair, or age);           cf. Isa. 62:2-3. The opposite is also implied: a foolish, life without God’s Wisdom is disgraceful, unattractive, and shameful. Solomon, like most of us, experienced both Wisdom and foolishness and therefore his life was characterized by both kinds of results.

   Dad, What Kind of Heritage Will You Leave behind For Your Children? Will you kids grow up to be a chip off the ol’ block, just like you? Dad, you will give an account at the Judgment for the kind of family traditions that you pass down to your children. If your kids turn out to be just like you, will that make you proud? Will God be pleased with you and your offspring? Start building a Godly Heritage today. Train your children to seek God’s Wisdom and to train their kids, etc. Start by leading your family to trust in the Death, Burial and Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. If you haven’t done it, Dad, you trust in Christ first. “And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD,”      Josh. 24:15. Do it God’s Way, and hopefully, your family will follow. Trust in God. Trust Him. You can trust Him.

Divine Institutions

6) Church

5) Nationalism

4) Government

3) Family

2) Marriage

1) Individual Responsibility (volition)

ALL BASED ON GOD’S AUTHORITY!


The purpose of all creation is to Reveal the Character and Glory of God through His Divine Institutions.

Beware of Satan’s attacks against God’s Immutable Institutions from Creation, Col.2:8.

The value of Wisdom in preserving from trouble, 4:10-19,

A call to pursue a righteous lifestyle, vs. 10-13, and warning against wickedness, vs. 14-17, are described and the son-learner is again urged to pursue the former and avoid the latter. The lesson is summarized in vs. 18-19 by picturing the destinations of both paths.

10  Hear, O my son, and receive my sayings; and (The ( prefixed to the imperfect verb follows an imperative; this volitive sequence depicts purpose/ result.)  the years of thy life shall be many. Once more Solomon addressed one of his sons (my son [singular]; cf. vs. 20), urging him to listen, cf. vs. 1, 20 and see comments on 1:8, because heeding his father’s words would give him a longer life, cf. 3:2, 16; 9:11; 10:27; 14:27; 15:24.
11  I have taught thee (The verb means “to teach; to instruct; to guide.” This is from the same root as the Hebrew word for “law” [torah]. The form “have taught” is the Hiphil perfect with a suffix from the root “to guide”. This and the parallel verb should be taken as instantaneous perfects, translated as an English present tense: the sage is now instructing or pointing the way.) in the way of Wisdom; I have led thee in right paths. Heb. “in the tracks of uprightness.” Both the verb and the object of the preposition make use of the idiom-the verb is the Hiphil perfect related to “road; way” and the object is “wagon tracks, paths.” Straight paths are unrestricted paths, cf. 3:6, which are easier to walk in.

12  When thou goest, thy steps (The noun “your steps” and the temporal infinitive “when you walk/ run” use the idiom of walking or running to represent the course of life. On that course there will be no obstacles; the “path” will be straight morally and practically.) shall not be straitened (The verb “straitened” [“to be narrow; to be constricted”] refers to that which is narrow or constricted, signifying distress, trouble, adversity; that which was wide-open or broad represents freedom and deliverance.); and when thou runnest (The progression from walking to running is an idiom suggesting that as greater and swifter progress is made, there will be nothing to impede the progress; e.g., Isa 40:31), thou shalt not stumble. One’s steps are not hampered (lit., “narrowed or cramped,” that is, he is not in distress). The crooked, devious path of sin is the way of problems and hardships.
13  Take fast hold of instruction (“discipline,” musar is “boot camp”]); let her not go: keep her; for she is thy life. Again an eager acquiring of Wisdom is encouraged, cf. vs. 5-7, because it gives life, cf. vs. 10.

A warning against a wicked lifestyle, vs. 14-19, 

14  Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way of evil men.

15  Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away. The verb “pass away” means “move/ go on” or “go on your way.” The rapid sequence of commands verse stresses the urgency of the matter. In vs. 14-15 six urgent commands are given to steer clear of the path of the wicked, and vs. 16-17 state the reason for the urgency in vs. 14-15.

16  For they sleep not, except they have done mischief (The verb “have done mischief” means “to do evil; to harm.” The verse is using the figure of hyperbole to stress the preoccupation of some people with cause trouble. How sick to find peace only at the price of another man's misfortune.); and their sleep is taken away (Heb. “their sleep is robbed/seized” because they can’t turn off their restlessness in plotting evil), unless they cause some to fall. The Hiphil imperfect means “cause to stumble,” an idiom for “brings injury/ ruin to someone.” Wicked people are so taken up with evil that they are unable to sleep till they hurt someone, cf. 1:15-16.

17  For they eat the bread (The noun is a cognate accusative stressing that they consume wickedness) of wickedness (There are two ways to take the genitives “the bread of wickedness”: (1) genitives of apposition: wickedness and violence are their food and drink, or (2) genitives of source: they derive their livelihood from the evil they do.), and drink the wine of violence. Heb. “the wine of violence” is a genitive of source, meaning that the wine they drink was plundered from their violent crime. 
Sin is so much a part of them that it is like their food (bread and wine).

18  But the path of the just is as the shining light (Heb. “like light of brightness” is an attributive genitive: “bright light.” The word “light” refers to the early morning light or the dawn. The point of the simile is that the course of life that the righteous follow is like the clear, bright morning light. It is illumined, clear, easy to follow, and healthy and safe, the opposite of what darkness represents.), that shineth more and more (The construction “shining more and more” is a Qal active participle in a metaphorical sense to add the idea of continuance or continually. Here the path was growing light, but with the added idea signifies continually.)  unto the perfect day. Heb. “unto the perfect day/ until the day is established.” This expression refers to the coming of the full day or the time of high noon. The path of the righteous, which is “the way of Wisdom,” vs. 11, is like the first rays of light in the morning, which gradually increase to the full light of noonday.

19  The way of the wicked is as darkness (The simile describes ignorance or spiritual blindness, sinfulness, calamity, or despair): they know not at what they stumble. With light on his path a believer can follow “straight paths,” vs. 11, and “not be hampered” or “stumble,” vs. 12. By contrast the way or path of the wicked, cf. vs. 14, is characterized by deep darkness (intense blackness in the middle of the night; cf. 7:9; Ex. 10:22) that causes him to stumble.


The value of Wisdom in producing health and an exhortation to righteousness, vs. 20-27.

20  My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear (Heb. “incline your ear” is the Hiphil imperative verb from “to turn to; to incline” meaning “pay attention.” The idiom “to incline the ear” gives the picture of “lean over and listen closely.” Note the use of the body in this section: ear, vs. 20, eyes, vs. 21, flesh, vs. 22, heart, vs. 23, lips, vs. 24, eyes, vs. 25, feet, vs. 26, and hands and feet, vs. 27. Each is a part representing the whole; the total accumulation signifies the complete person in the process.) unto my sayings. Another exhortation to hear and pay attention to instruction, cf. vs. 1; 5:1, opens this section.
21  Let them not depart (The Hiphil form of “to turn aside; to depart” is inner causative.) from thine eyes; keep (or “guard”)  them in the midst of thine heart. The author’s words, cf. 4:4; 2:1, were to be in his son’s view, cf. 3:21, and in his heart.
22  For they are life unto those that find them, and health to all their flesh (or “to one’s entire body”). The major incentive was the offer of life, cf. 4:10, 13, 23, and health, cf. 3:8.

23 Keep thy heart with all diligence (“with all diligence” means Heb. “more than all guarding.” This idiom means “with all vigilance.” The construction uses a preposition to express “above/ beyond,” the word “all” and the noun “prison; guard; act of guarding.”); for out of it are the issues (The word “issues” means “outgoings/ extremities/ or sources.” It is used here for starting points, like a fountainhead, and so the translation “sources” works well.) of life. The heart should be guarded for out of it (a wellspring) come one’s actions, cf. Luke 6:45. Here the word “heart” means more than mental or emotional capacity; it also encompasses one’s values, cf. Matt. 6:21. 

These next verses apply the command to guard one’s heart, vs. 23, including what one says,   vs. 24, sees, vs. 25, and does, vs. 26-27.

24  Put away from thee a froward (Heb. “crookedness” referring to what is morally twisted or perverted. Here it refers to things that are said. The term “mouth” functions as a cause for perverse speech. Such perverse/ filthy talking could be subtle or blatant, cf. Isa. 6:5) mouth (Heb. “crookedness of mouth” = devious talk, filthy mouth), and perverse lips put far from thee. The mention of mouth and lips is similar to Christ’s teaching on the relationship between one’s heart and his speech,        Luke 6:45c. Perversity comes from , “crooked,” cf. 2:15. Corrupt or foul talk, cf. 6:12, should never be on the lips of one who trusts the Lord, cf. Eph. 4:29.
25  Let thine eyes look right on (“look directly in front of you” is from the first verb “to gaze; to look intently [or, carefully],” and the second verb “to be smooth, straight.”), and let thine eyelids (“your eyelids.” The term “eyelids” is often a poetic synonym for “eye” (something connected with the eye put for the eye that sees); it may intensify the idea as one might squint to gain a clearer look.) look straight before thee. Each believer should focus his eyes on the wise path, cf. vs. 11, concentrating on it and not being distracted. And his conduct should be upright, as he stays on level paths and does not turn aside to evil, cf. vs. 15; 1:15.
26  Ponder the path of thy feet (Heb. “Ponder the path of your foot.” The verb is a denominative Piel from the word “balance/ scale.” In addition to telling the disciple to keep focused on a righteous life, the sage tells him to keep his path level, which is figurative for living the righteous life.), and (The ( prefixed to the beginning of this dependent clause denotes purpose/result following the preceding imperative and should be translated “so that.”) let all thy ways be established. “let all thy ways be established” is Niphal of “to be fixed; to be established; to be steadfast” and  continues the idiom of walking and ways for the moral sense in life.

27  Turn not to the right hand nor to the left: remove thy foot from evil. The two verbs in this verse are from different roots, but both are necessary to complete the idea. The disciple is not only not to leave the path of righteousness, but also in order to stay on the path of righteousness, he must leave evil.

Again paths and ways are used to refer to one’s conduct, cf. 2:13, 15, 20; 3:6, 17; 7:25. Proverbs provides both a goal and route. The goal is successful living and the route is the way of Wisdom. Though Wisdom keeps one on the right path, cf., 2:12, here the encouragement is to keep oneself on the straight way.

