        Aiming At The Heart, Prov. 4:21-27


I have heart trouble; you have heart trouble. Solomon’s children had heart trouble & so do yours. This could not more serious. As the heart transplant candidate, we need a new heart. The problem isn’t you or your child’s behavior  (mouth, roving eye, etc.) fundamentally; it’s your/ their heart! We all have heart trouble.

20 My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear (Hiphil imperative verb means “pay attention;” cf. FOOL. “Incline [bow] your ear” gives the picture of “lean over and listen closely,” i.e. be humbled, James 4:6-10) unto my sayings. Here’s another exhortation to hear and to pay attention to instruction, cf. vs. 1; 5:1. The child that won’t sit still or doesn’t pay attention, doesn’t need Ritalin. His problem isn’t primarily a behavior problem, it’s a heart problem. Rather than focus on the outward behavior, work on his heart. This Patient, Loving Repetition proves the Father’s Love for His child with heart trouble, 29:15b. Teach him to pay attention with his heart.
21 Let them not depart (Hiphil form is inner causative, i.e. it’s the teenager’s responsibility) from thine eyes; keep (or “guard”) them in the midst of thine heart. This is dealing with the son’s VOLITION. He must CHOOSE to pay attention, listen, submit, obey, etc. AIM AT THE HEART! The heart is the strength of your life. 
22 For they are life unto those that find them, and health to all their flesh. The MOTIVATION for CHOOSING to heed the Father’s Words is the offer of Supernatural, Abundant Life and optimum health; cf. the link between the spiritual condition of your heart and your physical and emotional health, 14:30].

23 Keep thy heart with all diligence (This construction uses the verb “guard”, the preposition “above/ beyond,” the word “all” and the noun “prison guard.” Heb. “guard your heart with all prison guards, post double guards; with all vigilance preserve it from danger with a maximum security above everything else.”); for out of it are the issues (“issues” means “outgoings” or “sources” as of a starting point, like a fountainhead) of life. 
HEART, “LEB.” In the Bible it means the inner man, the mind, the will and the understanding; contra. American culture where heart is mostly used as the seat of the emotions, e.g. Valentines. 

1) It is the inner part, the soul, of man, I Sam. 16:7, But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart. What you see is NOT what you get! Will the real Ron McDonnel stand up. Has anyone ever really seen you. Probably not. It’s not that unusual for husbands or wives married for years to find years out later that the person that they were married to was someone really very different than they thought. Certainly, what is characterized as the “honeymoon being over” takes place when after a few weeks or months you realize just who you married may not exactly be the person you thought. People hide behind walls of outward appearance; e.g. remember how surprised everyone is when the VBS puppets are “unmasked” at the Friday night commencement. We may be looking at only the outward manipulation of behavior and voice of the real person hiding in their heart. Jer. 17:10, I the LORD search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man according to his Ways, and according to the fruit of his doings. God takes special notice of the broken hearted, Isa. 61:1. Prov. 14:10, Each heart knows its own bitterness, and no one else can share its joy. The (acceptable) sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise, Psm. 51:17. 
2) It is his mind, store of knowledge, thinking, reflection, memory, the place of internal sentencing: Prov. 23:7, For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he. Luke 16:3, Then the steward said within himself, What shall I do? for my lord taketh away from me the stewardship: I cannot dig; to beg I am ashamed.

3) It is the place of volition, resolution, determination of will, and habits: Luke 16:4, I am resolved what to do, that, when I am put out of the stewardship, they may receive me into their houses. Isa. 46:12, Hearken unto me, ye stouthearted, that are far from righteousness:  Ezek. 3:7; cf. stiff hearted, Ezek 2:4. The house of Israel will not hearken unto thee; for they will not hearken unto me: for all the house of Israel are impudent and hardhearted. Ex. 4:21, And the LORD said unto Moses, When thou …return into Egypt, see that thou do all those wonders before Pharaoh… but I will harden his heart, that he shall not let the people go. 

4) It is the place where our values [including the fallen Image of God], moral character, and belief system are stored: Jer. 17:9, The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it? Gen 6:5-6, And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart. Prov. 28:26a, He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool. The heart should be most carefully guarded for out of it (a wellspring) come one’s actions: Matt. 12:35-36, O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things. Psm. 119:11, Thy Word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee. Matt. 6:21, For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also; cf. Deut. 8:11-18.

5) Our Conscience resides there: Rom. 2:14-15, For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things contained in the law, these, having not the law, are a law unto themselves: Which show the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing one another. 

6) It is the seat of our affections and desires, and the seat of our emotions and passions:  

Deut. 6:5, And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might. Matt. 15:19, For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies. Gen. 42:28, And he said unto his brethren, My money is restored; …and their heart failed them, and they were afraid, saying one to another, What is this that God hath done unto us?  Gen 45:26, And told him, saying, Joseph is yet alive, and he is governor over all the land of Egypt. And Jacob’s heart fainted, for he believed them not. Ex. 4:14, And the Anger of the LORD was kindled against Moses, and he said, Is not Aaron the Levite thy brother? I know that he can speak well…behold, he cometh: and when he seeth thee, he will be glad in his heart. 


7) It must be regenerated if we are to be saved: Psm. 51:10, Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me. Ezek. 36:25-26, Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. II Cor. 5:17, Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. This is why the NEW BIRTH is so necessary, i.e. because of the naturally poisonous spring of the depraved human heart. The problem is not primarily conduct, or the mouth or even your roving eyes; it’s your heart. All one does: what you think, decide, plan, say and do flows from the heart.

These next verses apply the command to GUARD YOUR HEART, vs. 23, because what’s in your heart will determine everything, including what you say, vs. 24, see, vs. 25, and do, vs. 26-27.

24 Put away from thee a froward (Heb. “crookedness” resolved to a morally twisted or perverted lifestyle; i.e. apostate or antichrist, cf. 2:15) mouth (Heb. “crookedness of mouth” refers to devious or filthy talking,             cf. Isa. 6:5), and perverse lips put far from thee. Compare Christ’s Teaching on the relationship between one’s heart and his speech, Luke 6:45c. Corrupt or filthy talk, cf. 6:12, which “corrupts” or “twists” God’s Truth and leads people astray, James 1:26; contra. Eph. 4:25-26, 29-32. We are “Ambassadors for Christ,”                 II Cor. 5:19-21; the words from our heart should always reflect the Christ’s Truth and Grace. From the heart through the mouth. Washing the child’s mouth with soap doesn’t address the problem; he needs a new heart.

25 Let thine eyes look right on (“look directly in front of you intently with a fixed purpose or goal, i.e. the Glory of God;” contra. dull stare), and let thine eyelids (intensifying the idea of one squinting to gain a clearer look.) look straight before thee. Each believer should focus his eyes and heart on the Path of Wisdom and Righteousness, cf. vs. 11, with unswerving concentration, not allowing yourself to be distracted by anything else; contra. 23:5; James 1:8. Your eyes look at, lust after and focus on what the heart desires. Hunger after Righteousness; stay on the straight and narrow Path, and turn not aside to evil, cf. Deut. 5:32; 12:32. 
26 Ponder the Path of thy feet (i.e. “balance”), and (“so that.”) let all thy Ways be established. Resolved to continue walking in the Wisdom and Ways of God. Remove all obstacles that might hinder your walk with God, cf. Isa. 40:3-4; Heb. 12:13-14. Hate sin and evil, Rom. 12:9b, as a burn victim hates being close to fire.

27 Turn not to the right hand nor to the left: remove thy foot from evil. Don’t leave the Path of Righteousness, and in order to stay on that Path, flee evil. Out of your heart proceeds your conduct. David, a man after God’s Own Heart, said “Solomon my son, know thou the God of thy father, and serve him with a perfect heart and with a willing mind: for the LORD searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts: if thou seek him, he will be found of thee; but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee off for ever.” God’s Goal for you is Godly, Successful, and Abundant Living for God’s Glory by Way of Divine Viewpoint Wisdom in your Heart. It starts in your Heart, II Cor. 4:6. Aim at the Heart! Ask Jesus to give you a new Heart. He died on the Cross to pay for your sins. He was buried and rose from the grave to forgive you of your sins and give you Eternal Life. Trust in the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord and He will give you a new Heart, a new life and a new beginning. Trust in Christ today. Trust Him. You can trust Him. 
