Marital Intimacy: God’s Antidote for Sexual Temptation, Prov. 5:15-23
If Jesus called the people of His day “a wicked and adulterous generation,” Matt. 16:4, what would He call our Sodom and Gomorrah generation in these “last days,” the end-time “Noah days?” Do I have to tell you that many consider Marriage vows, like most kinds of commitment in our day, as arbitrary and non-binding. Using any indicator you wish, infidelity in Marriage is widespread. What can be done to turn the hearts of husbands back toward their wives and wives to their husbands? God offers the Perfect Solution. It’s called Marital Intimacy: God’s Antidote for Sexual Temptation. 

The last two week’s studies warned young people against Sex outside of Marriage. This week the Father urges his son(s) to Enjoy, Delight in his own Wife as an Antidote to Sexual Temptation and Promiscuity, lest he REAP the Consequences of Sin, (READ Proverbs 5:15-23). 
          


Outline      

      1. Exhortation: Enjoy, Delight in your own Wife, 5:15-19
      2. Reasons: a reminder is given that Sexual Sin is ultimately a Moral Issue before the Lord,      5:20-23. The Doctrine of Human Responsibility is structured by God to allow for Maximum Fulfillment as a believer Obeys and Applies God’s Word to Life. Disobedience can bring only lack of Fulfillment.  

This section, vs. 15-23, is developed as an allegory consisting of a series of metaphors. The Father suggests that what is at issue with Sex within Marriage is private versus common property. 

15Drink waters out of THINE OWN cistern (water pitcher/ bucket), and running waters out of THINE OWN well. The images of the cistern (water pitcher), well, and sparkling fountain are used of a Wife because she, like water, so beautifully satisfies legitimate, natural (Sexual) desires and appetites created by God. The Lord commands that these Sexual Desires must be satisfied within the Marriage union, Heb. 13:4. Thus, the Father urges his son to quench his Sexual “thirst” by “drinking” from his own “cistern (water pitcher).” Cisterns, Wells and Sparkling Fountains enclose life giving, thirst quenching, most precious water, keeping it from being dissipated in the streets. Similarly Intimate Marital Love with one’s Wife, vs. 18, is pictured as enjoying one’s Cistern, Well or Fountain. “Cistern” has to do with stored water, and refers to the Wife’s present Capacity for Sex with her Husband. “Well” is fresh, flowing water from deep in the earth, and refers to the Wife’s wonderful potential for enhanced, greater Enjoyment for Sex with her Husband, cf. Song of Songs 4:12, 15 (“a fountain sealed,” i.e. his Wife Married as a virgin, saving herself for her Husband). “Running waters” should be “living waters” or “waters of Life.” Just as there are Degrees of Life, God offers the Husband and Wife unlimited potential for Fulfillment and Happiness in all areas of Life (physical, emotional and Spiritual);               cf. Isa. 51:1-2. The result of Faithful Intimate Union in Marriage offers the possibility of Sexual Delight and Satisfaction, as well as the prospect of having children, lots of them, Psm. 127:3-5; 128:3. 

16Let THY fountains (sparkling, bubbling springs [plural]) be dispersed (imperfect) abroad, and rivers of waters in the streets. Once more the Father transformed his metaphor, changing the image of a well into that of a natural, sparkling fountain, “YOUR Fountain,” from which streams flow; cf. streams that bubbled out of a rock in the wilderness, Psm. 78:16. The son's Wife, rather than being a mere cistern or well, is more like a bubbling Fountain that produces Streams of Sexual Satisfaction.  Springs are viewed as the Handiwork of God, Psm. 104:10, in contrast to manmade cisterns and wells. Through the transformation of the metaphor the Father pictures the son's Wife as a Gift from God offering her Sexual Pleasures to her Husband and paves the way for the Blessing in vs. 18a. 

To emphasize her Capacity to Satisfy, he pictures these “springs” and “streams of water” 

flowing through the streets and public squares. The Wife is more than capable of quenching the young man's thirst, making it unnecessary to seek water from any other source. Get your Joy, Satisfaction and Thrills of Sexual Pleasure from your own Wife. This is Pure Water of Pleasures from which God would have you drink, and not the muddy, foul and polluted waters of premarital sex, prostitution or adultery.

The Joy of your Marital Union should be obvious to all. As you have admired a beautiful farm with lush, rich irrigated fields extending as far as the eye can see, in the same way, may the Beauty and Abundant Satisfaction of your Marital Love be common knowledge where you live and everywhere you go. May you have a Powerful Witness of how God can Bless a Husband and a Wife’s Love so much that people will be drawn to see our Lord Jesus Christ’s Love for His Bride, the Church, in you. 

17Let them BE ONLY THINE OWN (underscoring the possession as exclusive), and not strangers’ (possession) with thee. The point is that what is private property is not to be shared with strangers; it belongs in the Home and in the Marriage. The Water (Sexual desires) from that cistern is not to be channeled to strangers or to the general public. As a person ought to drink water from his own glass, so a man should have his physical needs met by his own Wife, and not someone else’s. Technically, if you have Sex outside of Marriage, not only are you guilty of committing Adultery, but you would also be guilty of stealing since your body belongs to your Wife. You would be taking that which does not belong to you and giving it to another. That’s theft, I Cor. 7:4. Your body belongs to your Wife. Thou shalt not steal (or waste) another’s resources (Sexual Fulfillment). An adulterous man would also be stealing from the other woman’s husband that which belongs exclusively to him. 

18Let thy fountain be Blessed: (Positive Instruction is now given: Find Pleasure in a Fulfilling Marriage. The “fountain” is another in the series of implied comparisons with the Sexual Pleasure that must be fulfilled at home. That it should be Blessed (passive participle) indicates that Sexual Delight is God-given; having it Blessed would mean that it would be endowed with Supernatural Fruitfulness, and that it would Fulfill all that God intended it to do) and rejoice (imperative) with the Wife of thy youth. 

In these verses the Father concludes his motivating argument with a Prayer of Blessing for the son's Wife, vs. 18a. Likening her to a “sparkling” Fountain, he prays that she will “be Blessed.” The pronouncement of a Blessing is not mere well wishing, but a Powerful and effective Appeal to Almighty God to endue the Blessed Wife with Supernatural Capacities. The Blessing caps off the Father's argument, for it invites God into the situation.  As God Answers the Father's Prayer, this Blessing gives the son additional motivation to confine his Sexual activity to the Marriage bed.  It makes little sense to seek Sexual Pleasure with another woman when one's Wife possesses a Supernatural Endowment to Satisfy one's Sexual needs.  When God Blesses the son's “Fountain,” he will derive Maximum Sexual Satisfaction and Joy from her. God doesn’t want you to have less Sexual Pleasure, but the best, with the most Fulfillment so as to Glorify God. 

The Father identifies the reality behind the water-source (Cistern, Well, Fountain) as the “Wife of your youth.” Sadly, “the Wife whom you Married when you were young” is too often divorced for a “younger model” as the wife reaches middle age, Isa. 54:6; Mal. 2:14-15).  

19Let her be as the loving hind (“an affectionate doe”) and pleasant roe (a Graceful deer, or an attractive female goat!). Eastern imagery for Intimate Love in Marriage is now employed to stress the Beauty of Sexual Fulfillment as it was intended. The doe, deer and (really good looking) goat compare to the Grace, Charm and Attractiveness of the Wife. 

The Father then describes the Attitude that the son should have toward his Beautiful Wife. She should be to him as “an affectionate doe” and “an attractive female goat (affectionate pet or best friend),” vs. 19a. The term has a romantic sense and is used of a physically “charming” woman in 31:30, where it stands for “beauty” (sensual nuance referring to Grace and Symmetry).  By comparing the son's Wife to a doe and a female goat, the Father again reveals his awareness of his son’s basic Sexual urges. By implication the metaphor likens the son to a buck or a male goat, two animals well known for their powerful Sexual drive during the mating season. In the Song of Solomon the young lady compared her Lover to a stag who bounded over the hills to her home and waited longingly to enter, 2:8-9, 17; 8:14.

let her breasts satisfy thee at all times; and be thou ravished (“to swerve; to reel” as in drunkenness, expressing the Ecstatic Joy of the Captivated Lover. It may also mean “be always intoxicated with her Love.”) always with her Love. Building on the drinking metaphor of vs. 15, here the Father urges his son to be intoxicated (in a good sense, Eph. 5:18) with and captivated by his Wife's Love at all times. The Hebrew text reads “her breasts,” at the beginning of the poetic line forms a tight synonymous parallel with “her Love” in the following line. “…at all times,” and “always [continually]” are synonymous. The Father is describing to his son the feeling of Superabundant Happiness and the Intensity of Ecstasy Morally Permissible in Marriage.

The word “Love” refers to Romantic, Sensual Love in the Song of Solomon 1:2, 4; 4:10 and is used with the verb “drink one's fill, be intoxicated,” in Proverbs 7:18, where the adulteress says to her Lover, “Come, let's drink our fill of Love until morning.” 

The Lovemaking ought to be Mutually Enjoyable. Consider how a Husband could offend his Wife with carnal Sexual demands that violate her conscience. Be most sensitive and unselfish in seeking to please her before yourself. That’s the key to Exciting, Abundant Fulfillment anyway. 

Do you Know the Lord? Knowing the Lord means much more than just Knowing about Him,   Job 42:5-6; Phil. 3:7-11. In the same way, Adam “knew” his wife and the end result was the birth of a child. God’s Will is for a Husband to “Know” his Wife, but if this is not happening in your Marriage, more is at risk than just your Marriage. Behind Marital problems are Spiritual issues, I John 4:20. It should be understood that the Joy and Fulfillment in Marital Lovemaking is a measure of the overall Love in the Marital Union. If the Married couple is not having a right relationship with each other or the Lord, it will show up in the Marriage bed. First, be reconciled to God, then to each other, so that Joy in Sex can return, I Pet. 3:7. There must ever be humility between two needy partners in Marriage since they are not even “one” without the other, Gen. 2:18; I Cor. 11:7-12. There’s never justification for self-righteousness. Grace must ever rule and overrule, Eph. 4:30-32. There is Hope. It is possible for a Husband and Wife to be Ravished with Marital Love, if only they set their hearts right toward God and each other. God never commands His children to do anything He doesn’t Provide all that is necessary to accomplish. There is no excuse for disobedience.

20And why wilt (imperfect has a deliberative nuance) thou, my son, be ravished (staggering as intoxicated) with a strange woman, and embrace (sexually fondle) the bosom of a stranger? (“foreigner,” not necessarily a non-Israelite; possibly a “women outside the family sphere.” She is outside God’s Moral Boundaries of the Marriage Covenant, i.e. she is another man's Wife) 

The breasts of a man’s Wife are soft to the touch and graceful in appearance like a deer,         cf. Song of Solomon 4:5; 7:3. Therefore a Husband should be captivated (suggesting the idea of being captured) by his Wife’s Love, and not by the affections of an adulteress. Two rhetorical questions, vs. 20, points up the folly of being captivated, cf. vs. 19, by an immoral woman or someone else’s Wife.

21For the ways of man are before the eyes of the LORD, and he pondereth all his goings. 

(As one's ways are in front of the Eyes of the Lord, they become straight or right. It could be translated “weighs” since it is from the noun for “balance, scale”; i.e. The Lord weighs or examines the actions) 
Marital Infidelity is absurd. It would make no sense whatever for the son to seek Sexual Satisfaction with a woman other than his Wife, vs. 20. Why? The Father has already given adequate justification for Marital Fidelity, but he concludes his argument with some observations about God's Omniscience in the Moral Administration of His Universe. Having Sex with another woman is foolish because it can never be done in secret. Our Omniscient God Himself is Always Watching and Evaluating all that a person does, cf. 15:3; Heb. 4:13. There are no secret Sins or private moments! 22His own iniquities shall take (capture) the wicked himself (lit. “him, the wicked;” cf. “The wicked will be caught in his iniquities”), and he shall be holden (held) with the cords of his (own) Sins. (The lack of discipline and control in the area of Sexual gratification is destructive. The one who plays with this kind of Sin will become ensnared by it and led to ruin.) Because God prohibits Adultery and punishes those who rebel against His Moral Standards, Adultery is self-destructive.  

Like a snare the Sinner's deeds “capture” him; like restricting ropes they “seize” him. Though people like to talk about being “free” to Sin as they wish, Sin actually takes away Freedom. The son should be “captivated” by his Wife's Love, vs. 19, and not by the breasts of another woman, vs. 20.  Failure to heed this  will cause him to “stray” Morally, vs. 23, and bring him to ruin.

23He shall die (“because he was”) without instruction; and in the greatness of his folly (lacking understanding, he destroys what Divine Viewpoint Wisdom builds, leading to destruction if it is not corrected) he shall go astray. (“to swerve; to reel” is repeated in a negative sense. If the young man is not captivated by his Wife but is captivated with a stranger in Sinful acts, then his own iniquities will captivate him and he will be led to ruin!). To yield to Sexual Temptation is “folly.”


Conclusion 

Solomon was no platonic idealist; he recognized his son's Sexual urges and exhorted him to Satisfy his Sexual desires within the context of Marriage. Marital Fidelity is the only Wise course to follow, for God sees everything a man does and has ordered our Moral Universe in such a way that Sexual Promiscuity destroys the Sinner. Fathers, as you teach your son(s) about the Gift of Sex: First, recognize the strong Sexual urges young men feel and never downplay or try to suppress its reality. Second, help them develop a proper perspective on God's Ordained Way of Satisfying these Desires. Through Marriage God makes the “best” young woman available to him, one who is reserved just for him, as a rich source of Sexual Pleasure. Third, remind the young man that God will hold him accountable for his choices, especially in this area of Sex, I Cor. 6:18-20. The Bible teaches that Sexual Promiscuity is self-destructive, and even modern medicine, psychology, and sociology clearly demonstrate it as well.

If God is so opposed to Marital Infidelity that He makes it self-destructive, then it stands to reason that He is very Pleased when individuals fulfill their God-given Sexual urges through Marriage. This makes Him predisposed to Bless the Wife of the Obedient Husband.

If you’ve failed Morally in life, there’s still Hope, Praise God. Consider how Jesus our Savior and Lord dealt with the woman taken in adultery, John 8:3-11. Do “drink,” in other words, be Sexually Satisfied with your own Wife, but also be sure to “drink” of Christ’s Living Waters unto Eternal Life, John 4:13-14. Christ Jesus Died to pay for all of your sins (including adultery), was Buried and Rose from the dead to Forgive you of your sins, and Give you His Eternal Life. Trust in Jesus today. Trust Him to Give you Abundant Life and a Joyous Marriage. Trust Him. You can trust Him.

